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“Why Am 150 Cynical?’ hit me at an tumultuous time. 
I was awed at how close to home some of the articles 
hit. Protest is a growing manifestation of the cynicism 





Опа recent flight from Phoenix to Boise, 
I looked out of my porthole window to a 
breathtaking sight: an endless sapphire 
sky above me and a blanket of cumulus 
clouds below. The plane hung suspended 
somewhere between heaven and earth, 
and I wasn't fazed a bit. Instead, I turned 
back to my pretzels and soda. It was not 
until the clouds gave way to a view of the 
Grand Canyon that my postmodern 
epiphany struck: the mental environment 
had rendered me wonder-less. I thought, 
“This is like something out of a movie” - 
in place of true visceral awe, we settle for 
the vague satisfaction of déja vu. 

DARCY O'BRIEN 

Washington, DC 
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I've lived in America my whole life. 
Icome from a family in the upper middle 
class. I have experienced painful things: 
my parents' divorce, a broken heart, the 
illness of family members. I have been 
through joyful experiences: seeing a 
concert with friends, performing original 
music, bonding with family, tripping on 
drugs, having sex, reading good books 
and seeing good movies. My life to me, 
just is. Lam slowly seeing my cynicism 
about these aspects of my life fade away. 
These parts I consider the real parts. The 
parts I feel centered with, pain and joy. 
Тһе parts of American life that do not 
fit into this equation are the mass media 
and politics. Whenever I see a terrible 
commercial on TV find some way to 
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your magazine touched on, and is why the anti- 
globalization movement is widely characterized by 
white, middle-class youth in North America. 


JAMES SCOTT 
Truro, Nova Scotia 


demean it. Whenever I hear my state's 
governor speak on the radio I cringe. 
This isn’t a cynicism that will slowly fade 
away. I will not be satisfied, ever, with the 
mediocrity of our nation. I just hope I 
don't forget that when I'm a businessman 
with kids to feed and a “life” to lead. 
KYLE MCAFEE 
Montana 


‘The media portrays a false perfection and 
an exciting extremism that can never be 
attained. The hollow disappointment 
that people feel when they have worked 
themselves to exhaustion, sacrificing 
friends and family, to achieve this image 
is the real cause of their depression. 





I quit my corporate management job 

more than a year ago and decided to 

study psychology. I turned my TV off 

for good about three months ago. By 

shedding the corporate identity that 

has defined me for most of my life, I 

have begun to feel alive and am able 

to celebrate my existence through 

interaction with my surroundings and my 

fellow human beings, rather than through 

purchasing, collecting, and presenting. 

JAMES BRYANT 

Portland, Oregon 


Ican’t believe Michelle Gaudet got so 
worked up over the “home-work-home- 
store-home” art piece in Adbusters #40. 
Letters, Adbusters #42]. To me, this 
piece was simply a stripped-down 












representation of what life has become 
for many of us. We often hate our jobs, 
and get no real long-term enjoyment out 
of the things we buy. This art piece is 
showing us, rather blatantly, the 
bleakness of living that life, as opposed 
to showing us the joy of what life is really 
about — things like recreation, time with 
family and friends, continued education 
and literature. 
RAMSEY DAU 
Orange County, California 


The “Why Am I So Cynical?” [Adbusters 
#42] issue proves that the “We don’t 
have a choice" generation is alive and 
continues to bitch about being trapped 
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through education, corporate life, and 
television addiction. If they turned even 
a tiny percentage of their lamenting into 
small steps towards breaking free from 
the institutions that stand guard to their 
personal prisons, the meaning of life they 
desperately seek could soon be realized. 
CLINT GARWOOD 
Chicago, Illinois 


What are you supposed to think when 
your school cafeteria is handing out 
Crystal Light thermoses before your 
ethics class? Or when Kentucky Fried 
Chicken sponsors your lunch after an 
assembly on the evils of the meat 
industry? Or when your teacher 
announces in class that anti-depressants 
are for “losers,” when half the class is 


taking them? And how are you 
supposed to feel when an article in the 
school newspaper proclaims “School 
recently hailed by God as his greatest 
creation,” and isn’t kidding? Welcome 
to my high school, where events like 
those listed above are an unnerving 
part of daily life. 

LAUREN SACCONE 

By email 


if you were to understand the theory of 
winning the game without playing it is 
inside you all of you dont try too hard 
too much effort in the wrong direction 
just fuels the fire when left alone the 
fire will extinguish itself just wake up 
tomorrow and look at yourself not in 
a mirror or picture actually put your 
head down and look at your chest 
going in and out with your breath then 
try to realize that you are alive we all 
need to be “т of this and this is 
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all you really have to worry about 
nothing else matters 
C.H. 
Munster, Ontario 


You have made so much sense in a 
world filled with nonsensical capitalist 
swill. Yet lately, you seem to be adding 
to the swill. The glossy full-page 
spreads, the overly intellectualized 
articles, and the often elitist “graphic 
designer” focus have really turned me 
off. wish Adbusters had more guts to 
be raw, in your face, with grainy 
pictures and sloppy type. Don't be 
satisfied with your display of activism 
and do something about it with 
your magazine. 
MARY JERZAK 
Atlanta, Georgia 
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Icame really close to buying Adbusters 
today, but I just couldn't do it. After 
taking a two-issue hiatus, I discovered 
Idon’t miss the depression, the 
hopelessness, the feeling of being 
overwhelmed. Since I stopped reading 
your magazine Гуе filled my mind with 
more positive input — the Center for a 
New American Dream, for example. 
I don’t feel so numb or cynical 
anymore. Try balancing the good with 
the bad. Your packet of wildflower 
seeds [Adbusters #3 5] was ingenious. 
On the corner of my street, I walk by 
the flowers I planted almost every day. 
LENNIE K. BRYAN 
Little Rock, Arkansas 





I agree with Matthew Zachary about 
Adbusters: “1 find only problems and 
no solutions. Only complaints, 
observations, criticisms, etc.” [Letters, 
Adbusters $4 1]. Observations should 


occur, but if you feel injustice is 
happening, go into action — which 
doesn’t always mean a protest. 
Creative resistance and noncompliance 
are two forms of action that can be 
powerfully effective. 

VAUGHAN O'CONNOR 

Sydney, Australia 


Response to Matthew Zachar 
perhaps Adbusters’ function is not to 
cloud the issue with so-called solutions 
that can then elicit conflict. Adbusters 
presents us with societal problems to 
raise our awareness, and incites us to 
respond with our own passion and 
creativity. They reveal, we act. 
JOSH JOHNSON 
HILLARY SAUNDERS 
Encinitas, California 








WILL YOU QUIT SCREAMING . . . WITH 
ALL THIS DAMN SHOUTING I CANNOT 
HEAR A DAMN WORD YOU ARE SAYING. 
ZANA 
St. Catharines, Ontario 


Four years ago, a 14-year relationship 
ended and with that I sold my 
television. Until I read Jason Perry's 
“Seeking Asylum” [Adbusters #41], 
I felt like I was the only person in the 
world without a TV. Words cannot 
express how wonderful it felt to know 
that there are people who feel as I do. 
Funny, the same day that I read the 
article, someone I work with said to 
me, “That's why you don't have a 
boyfriend. Because you don't have a 
TV, guys think you're weird.” It's 
truly unbelievable how brainwashed 
society is. 





TRACY WHITE 
Toronto, Ontario 
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I was sitting waiting to go on the air 
for a television show called AM 
Northwest. They were all in a panic 
because they were planning a story 
about the lines of people waiting to get 
in to the new Star Wars movie you 
know, people camping out for tickets, 
etc. The reporter said, “What do I do? 
Hardly anyone's here.” Instead of 
changing the story to, “Look! 
Nobody's interested in the new Star 
Wars,” they did lots of close-up 
interviews with the two or three people 
in line, yakking about people eager to 
see the new movie. What bullshit! 
SHARON LAMB 
Shelburne, Vermont 


On the news today, I heard George 
Bush rant about Cuba and its tyrant. 
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He demanded a free election. 
*Oppositions should be able to form, 
organize, and speak freely — and with 
equal access to airwaves.” Now that is 
interesting information, don't you think? 
Iguess that means Adbusters should have 
no problem getting its subvertisements 
on the air anymore. 





SIRI PETTERSEN 
Trondbeim, Norway 





The logos in the blue field of the 
Corporate America flag only serve to 
subliminally assimilate anti-corporate 
advocates. The flag ultimately convinces 
the observer to condone corporate 
power. Instead of aesthetic logos, display 
the ugliness of the destructive products 
and services produced by these 
corporations. Show a stubbed out 
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cigarette, a biohazard symbol, ап suv 
polluter, guns, black lung, bankruptey, 
credit card debt, an empty bottle of 
booze, trashed McDonald's soda cups, 
obesity, mad cow disease, prisons. 
DAN DEVINE 
Hicksville, New York 





Consumption of “patriotic” 
merchandise, coupled with ignorance 
of social problems in one’s own 
neighborhoods, defines a troubling 
symptom of postmodern society 
grasping at externalities rather than 
embracing the American spirit, Hundreds 
of thousands of citizens settle for 
approved, packaged, patriotic expression 
available at their local Wal-Mart. What 
if even a small portion of Americans 
decided to contribute money instead to 
projects that improved social conditions 
in their own community? Wouldn’t this 
constitute true patriotism? 








GREG HAZEN 
Bowling Green, Ohio 


. hy desk is made 
ad re 


Iwas alarmed to learn that 22 states 
have agreed to allow the Segway Human 
Transporter on sidewalks, Will we 
completely disown our legs? Are Segways 
the next junk-talisman of the faux rich? 
Why aren’t we designing mass transit 
systems and livable cities? Why are we 
so addicted to things that promise 
convenience and speed? 
BIRCH РАУ! KY 
Fairbanks, Alaska 





Lama child-free activist, concerned 
about the effects of population growth 
on the environment and the quality of 
human life. It's clear to me that popular 
media and advertising are encouraging 
people to treat babies as the ultimate 
luxury consumer item, and to reproduce 
with the same consumer-oriented 








thinking they'd put into buying a bag of 
potato chips or a new couch. The “new 
cool” of baby-making is that it 
lifestyle tweak, or simply the next step on 
the acquisitional ladder. In a world of 
more than 6.2 billion people, advertisers 
who encourage humans to have more 
babies are irresponsible. 








MILLIE FIORI 
Renton, Washington 


My dislike of the war on terrorism has 
turned into a deep hatred of our current 
political leaders. Does that make me un- 
American? I want to express my disgust 

to the world but my fear of being targeted 
by Big Brother keeps my lips sewn shut. 

BRITTANY TORGERSON 

Oceanside, California 


My buddy said to me after putting up 
flyers about Israel and Palestine, “I didn’t 
realize it, but that was the first time I had 





exercised my right to free speech, and 

I have never been so scared.” 
ADAM ECCLESTON 
Carbondale, Illinois 


Are you sure you should be 
contributing to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict? Adbusters is not a news 
organization. Your Middle East 
“coverage” is not going to be deep, 
balanced, or presented in an adequate 
historical and political context. 
The sound bites you put out into the 
world have effects and consequences. 
What are you willing to take 
responsibility for? 

ROSALIND HOLTZMAN 

By email 


live in Israel, a small and hard-to- 
live-in country. The government here 
does everything to the benefit of 

corporations, They don’t do anything 





against those who destroy the 
environment and natural resources. 
Whenever we try to point out 
problems, the government quotes the 
regular mantra: “It’s not the time to 
deal with this. We have security 
problems far greater in importance.” 
OFER ASHEL 
Tel Aviv, Israel 





While I certainly celebrate your strong 
anti-fascist stance, it’s important to get 
your facts straight. The Nazi regime 
was about as “democratically elected” 
[“You Are Here?” Adbusters #42] as 
the current Bush regime. Sure, the 
Nazis had strong electoral support 
during the final years of the Weimar 
Republic, but they were never a 
majority party. Neither the voters nor 
the parliament of Weimar Germany 


chose Hitler; he was appointed to the 

chancellorship by reactionary president 
Paul von Hindenburg. 

LEWIS CALL 
Department of History, 
California Polytechnic 
State University, 
San Luis Obispo 


Don't you think your Prozac “Wash 
Your Blues Away” ad spoof - the one 
where it looks like a box of laundry 
detergent- is offensive? Prozac makes 
many extremely depressed people 
happy again, and isn't that a good 
enough thing that deeper levels of 
analysis are unnecessary? You should 
take that ad off the web — just out 
of respect for people suffering from 
depression and the people who 
love them. 
CHRIS BERRESFORD 
New York, New York 
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Many people don't realize they have 
become dependent on the stigma 
associated with being on 
pharmaceutical drugs. Discussing 
medications has even become a 
bonding experience. I remember, 
“Oh, you're on Effexor now? I went 
manic on that stuff! It was the best 
week of my life!” Other people seemed 
to respect you more if you were on 
meds because it meant you must be 
really fucked up, like them. And 
supposed misfits – or anyone who says 
they hate commercialism, capitalism, 
and anything of the mainstream 
consumer mentality — well, most of 
them don’t know half of what they're 
supporting by buying into the 
antidepressant/stimulant marker. 
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They simply һауе no idea. Or, in many 
cases, they don't want to have an idea. 

DANA FORBES 

Carrboro, North Carolina 


The article entitled “The Lilly Suicides” 
concludes by saying, “next to tobacco 
and the marketing of cigarettes, the 
selling of ssris is perhaps the 
deadliest marketing scandal of the 
20th century”. My question is, why 
isn't alcohol considered a deadly 
marketing scandal? 
MATTHEW RENNIE 
Newmarket, Ontario 


John Dewey said, “Democracy begins 
in conversation.” Oddly enough, Pve 
had that message driven home by AM 





talk-radio stations. I heard Adbusters 
editor-in-chief Kalle Lasn on Michael 
Medved's program, which is heard on 
over 130 stations. Medved did culture 
jammers a great favor by giving Lasn a 
forum to speak to the “unconverted.” 
If progressives took some time to 
monitor and even participate in talk 
radio, we could bring balance to a 
skewed discussion on the airwaves we 
own. Altering billboards is great, but 
we can reach tens of thousands of 
people by simply picking up the phone 
and participating in the AM radio 
“town hall.” 





PRESTON ENRIGHT 
Denver, Colorado 


As an art student, I’m interested in 
combining random sounds and sights. 
My friend and I have found a new use 








CULTURAL REVOLUTION IS OUR BUSINESS 
We want to change the way information flows, the way institutions wield power, the way TV stations are run, the 


way the food, fashion, automobile, sports, music and culture industries set their agendas. Above all, we wantto 
change the way we interact with the mass media and the way in which meaning is produced in our society. 


WWW.ADBUSTERS.ORG 


FIND OUT MORE 
Visit the Culture Jammers Campaign Headquarters. 
www.adbusters.org 


TALK TO US 
editor@adbusters.org 
artdirectorGadbusters.org 
campaigns@adbusters.org 
webmaster@adbusters.org 
subscriptions@adbusters.org 
info@adbusters.org 
media-pr@adbusters.org 

Tel: (604) 736-9401 
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1243 West 7th Avenue, 
Vancouver, British Columbia, 
V6H 187, Canada 


JOIN OUR NETWORK 
Send a blank email tojammers@adbusters.org 
toreceive news releases, campaign bulletins and 
strategic updates. 


WATCH THE CULTURE JAMMERS VIDEO 
Order it online at www.adbusters.org or call 
1-800-663-1243 , or fill out the subscription insert 
card. 


USE US 

We are a full-service advocacy advertising agency 
ready to create your next social marketing campaign 
-ifthe cause is right. powershift@adbusters.org, 
REPRINT US 

Email for permission to reprint our editorial and 
visual content. reprints@adbusters.org, 


SUPPORT US 
We are a non-profit organization that welcomes 
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ART CONTRIBUTORS #43 


ww banksy co uk, 
from Banging your head 
‘against a brick wall 


Bar Code Jesus 
Scott Blake 


Remains of Batteries 
after incineration, 
Elina, from Waste, 
published byNazrael 
Press 


Sonja Braas, courtesy 
Akinci Gallery 
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Christopher 
from States pushed by 
DowerHouse Books 
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1.1999 
‘Matthias Hoch 


David Campion 


donations and grants in 
three areas: 

+ To help Adbusters grow into an activist journal 
available on newsstands around the world, 

* To help us launch and sustain our social 
marketing campaigns. 

* To help us pay for our 

legal batties. 


Please support our work: Donate online at 
www adbusters.org /information /donate 

+ In the US write a check to Tides Foundation/Media 
Foundation and send it to the above address. In 
Canada and overseas write a cheque to Adbusters 
‘Media Foundation. For more information contact 
David Niddrie: 

(604) 736-9401 

dave@adbusters.org, 
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The Mint Bar, and 
Interstate 5, by Jett 
Brouws, from. 
Highway, published. 
by Stewart, Tabori 
and Chang 





99cent by Andreas 
Gursky, courtesy 
Monika Sprüth 
Gallery, Cologne 


Ken Steacy, 
Colouring by 

Douglas | 
Coupland | 


Faling Buffalo, by David tustration, Earth Croquet, 
handwriting Richard Misrach 
Mike Simors 
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for TV: we put on CDs, turn on the TV 
and try and find amusing and jarring 
sound-sight combinations. My favorite 
muted shows are Martha Stewart and 
TeleToon, and my favorite musicians 
include The Smalls and Tom Waits. It's a 
good way to change your perception. 
B.S. 
Ladysmith, British Columbia 


Hotmail and our friends at Microsoft 
MSN have tried to pull a fast one on us. 

I received a mass email telling me that 
Hotmail recently added a couple of 
check-boxes to their user profiles. These 
boxes ask if we would like to share our 
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personal info and email addresses with 
other companies. MSN also did us the 
favor of checking the boxes positive. 
So now all the Hotmail customers are 
voluntarily sharing their info and email 
with whomever is willing to pay the 
right price. This has really burned me. 
I emailed everyone on my Hotmail list 
and asked them to change to some other 
email server. Of course, I plan on sending 
my Hotmail note to MSN, explaining that 
Tam using their own technology to spread 
the word of their wrongdoings. Let's 
show them just how powerful a tool the 
Internet is. 
JAMES DOWN 
Nagano, Japan 
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The University of Minnesota is currently 
looking for “non-commercial artwork” 
by professional commercial 
artists/designers for a show slated for the 
winter of 2003. Non-commercial 
artwork is loosely defined as those works 
produced by an artist, for the artist, with 
little or no other motivation than to 
create. Those interested should submit 
eight to ro slides of their work, a résumé, 
and recent publications of their work (if 
available) to: Visual Arts Committee, St. 
Paul Student Center Room 42, 2017 
Buford Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55108. 
RYAN PAQUIN 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Pve just discovered a useful device for 
opening a common model of billboard 
in the UK — the freestanding, three-foot- 
by-five-foot affairs. Many can be opened 
by a key thatis relatively easy to make. 

A pipe with an internal diameter of ro 
mm needs to have two slots cut into it at 
one end, three millimeters wide and ro 
mm deep. This is inserted into a rubber- 
flanged hole at the base of one side of the 
hoarding, and will engage with the 
mechanism. Turn, and the board should 
open. Once open, original posters can be 
removed to be altered at leisure, or 
alternative posters inserted. 


CHARLIE ROUTH 
Bristol, UK 
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40 Empire 


It's been about a month since I graduated 
from college and I have cometo a 
horrible conclusion: I don't ever want to 
geta job. The biggest reason is I am afraid 
I will end up as an assistant to the 
executive manager of external 
expenditures, sentenced to repeat 40- 
hour prison terms, losing the best years of 
my life to a bear market. The best one сап 
hope is to become like Pancho Villa, a 
rebel in an unjust system. Most likely, PI 
put my company cup on my desk, shuffle 
a couple of papers, and try to sneak in as 
much computer solitaire as possible. 

Don't worry about your nightmares — 
it’s your dreams that will break your 





heart. Unless, perhaps, you're brave 
enough to chase them. 

CHRIS NADER 

Cleveland, Ohio 


editor@adbusters.org, 
fax 604.737.6021 





41 Mad World/Mad Pride 


42Why am!so cynical? 
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Humanity stands ata defining moment in history. We are confronted with a perpeti 
between and within "оп, a worsening of poverty, hunger, ill health and illitera 


“living standards for all, better protected and managed ecosystems. یی‎ more prosperous future. No 
nation can achieve this on its own; but ENE we Canr-in a global partnership for sustainable development. 
ГА ч Agenda 21, NO Earth Summit, 1992 ۴ 4 
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SIR JOHN BROWNE, CEO, BP (FORMERLY BRITISH PETROLEUM) 








Explorer 15 an estimated 
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*SalmoFan (For Farmed Salmon Colorant)’ 
F. HOFFMAN-LA ROCHE LTD. 












TWO SCENES WITH ARMCHAIR 


isa shopping complex 


os Angeles there 
ano family strolls 
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whimsy (cell- 
restaurants. When t 
Luévano feints toward a ro-piece set of barbecuing 
implements, then changes up and makes for the Panasonic 
Shiatsu Massage Lounger with Tempur-Pedic Foam 
(63,199). A soft moan escapes as he eases into the leather. 
Over the next 20 minutes I watch him experiment with the 
tapping and rolling modes (the chair has its own remote 
control), finely tuning his massage. At the end = just before 
the family performs a mini-intervention, forcing him to open 
his eyes and give other customers a turn - he smiles a smile 


of sublime rapture. 


Will he buy it? 
“Maybe,” he tells me, 








“when I geta new credit card." 





an empty lot dotted with piles of refuse. 


ch heap is circular, as if individual truckloads of junk 
were dropped from so feet and here are the crash sites. There 
are plastic bags torn open by crows, a shattered bathroom 
sink, cans and bottles and cardboard and, in the closest pile, 
a large, gold-green armchair. As bad as it looks, out here 
among the wild grasses, each pile is probably no more than a 
month's garbage for a household. (The average American 
rates one ton per year.) Multiply a pile by 1,000 and you 
have a football feld. Multiply that by another thousand and 
you have, what, a mid-size town? Once you can visualize a 
heap of trash the size of a town, try to multiply it by 
another hundred. That's the monthly garbage output of 


North America. 
Somewhere between 0 
and Mr. Luévano's ecstatic smile, we һауе 


My train passes 
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their wardrobes back home. 

“You have to admit, we shop very well,” says Liza, 
the ringleader of the expedition and an analyst for a social 
research institute. Although she calls herself a shopaholic, she 
thinks of herself as a hobbyist rather than an addict. Shopping 
is a leisure activity to be performed with friends. By the end of 
"t have some crappy ceramic ashtray, you have 











a day you doi 


anew outfit. 
“Now that I’m out of school, I have all this time to 


socialize,” Liza says. “What else are we going to do but go 
out for coffee or go out shopping? It’s not like I go out with 
friends and play tennis. We just don’t do that.” 

re not the athletic type of girls,” agrees Mar 
a graphic designer for a local clothing chain. 

When I ask Mariah about her best shopping experience, 
the answer comes quickly: “It happened when I got my first 
job out of college. I took my first paycheck and spent the 
whole thing at The Gap. It felt so good. It was $800, so I got 
a lot of clothes.” 

Under scrutiny, the women’s conversation often turns to 
guilt, The anxiety is not about over-consuming, however. 
The trigger is over-spending. Let's take Mariah. Growing up, 
Mariah used to get into screaming fights with her parents. 
Their argument: stop buying what you can't afford. The 
obvious solution to this problem, of course, was to hide from 
her mom all her new clothes and shoes. By the end of college, 
Mariah found herself “in a really bad spot. You know, 
creditors were after me and stuff.” 

Now she has a new job, a husband, and a new system. She 
pays her bills and puts aside money for savings at the start of 
“| used to spend frivolously,” she says, “but now 
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each month. 
it's all guilt-fre 
Kori, a receptionist ata high-end 
similar approach. “I hope this doesn’t come out the wrong 
way, buti have a lot of money to spend. So I never need to 
worry about it. I'm a crazy, crazy saver. I never feel guilt 
y should I? 
Because they are good, and because the only possible guilt 
comes from over-spending, the ultimate prize during a 
shopping spree is a bargain. In their opinion, if you pay full 
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«There's always going to be rich and poor countries,” 
interjects Liza. “And Americans are the first ones who are 
helping the environment, although, yeah, they're doing a lot 
of the damage. But it’s the Third World countries that are 
polluting the same amount, if not more. There's no idealistic 
thing you can do. We're doing the best we can.” 

«Are you serious?” says Mariah. “If we were doing all we 
could, there wouldn't be a problem, I don’t think people like 

us are as devilish as environmentalists claim we are. I just 
think there’s this line that’s been crossed with consumption, 
and it’s disgusting.” 

Remember, this is a woman who claims to feel guilt-free, 
who once spent $800 in a single visit to The Gap and felt good 


about it. 


A COMMERCE PROF STEPS OFF THE HEDONIC TREADMILL 


Asan undergraduate, Leaf van Boven was hard-up. He vividly 
remembers all the trips to the grocery store when he had to 
stretch $20 into enough food for the week. Luxury items were 
out of the question. 

“Of course, I was every bit as happy then as Lam now,” 
said van Boven, who was, until this summer, an assistant 
professor of commerce at the University of British Columbia. 
"If anything, the responsibilities of jobs, stuff, loans, has 
equaled more worries. And I think you can talk to almost 
anyone and that will be their experience.” 

Study after study has found that material wealth is not 
a strong indicator for happiness. In the 1970s, social 
psychologist Philip Brickman’s research at Northwestern 
University showed that, after their initial euphoria, even 
lottery winners report levels of happiness that are virtually 

the same asthe rest of us. In North America in the last half- 
century, a period of enormous growth in income and 
spending, self-reported happiness has stayed constant = 

or declined. It seems that once a country reaches a certain 
threshold of average, basic-needs spending power (which 
Bruno S. Frey, a political economist at the University of 
Zurich, has pegged at $10,000 in America), more wealth 
makes very little contribution to the happiness of its citizens. 


‘Why is this the case? Psychologists have found that people 


rapidly acclimatize to today's new luxury and turn itinto 


tomorrow’s necessity. An extra th 
space and a second TV are great at first, but they soon lose 
their power to bring us joy. We adapt to luxury the way the 
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author of The Overspent American, believes that " UPS 
emulation" has driven the precipitous increase in personal 
debt levels over the last two decades. 

But we know this stuff, right? And we still don't stop. 
Which might just come down toa single psychological tic. 
On the one hand, there is an absolutely mind-boggling s! 
Ofcome-ons, put-ons, buzzwords, hard sells and sedu 
mvitations, all designed to remind us of the litle pleasure 
pulses we will get from buying more. Оп the other hand, once 
you ve bought in, you're hooked. "Put simpl 
"the pleasure of gaining something is much less than 
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Boven. 
the pain of losing the same thing." 
example, one group of subjects was asked how 





Ina classic 
much they would spend on a certain coffee mug. The average 
was five dollars. A second group was given the same coffee 
mug for free, then asked how much it would cost for them to 
surrender it. They said, on average, $10. This distortion of 
value, called the *endowment e ect”, applies to patterns of 
consumption as well as to individual items. The pain of 
cutting $300 out of our monthly budget for luxuries is twice 
large as the happiness generated from that very increase. 
Despite these obstacles, van Boven believes that people can 
be convinced to decrease consumption. Based on his own 
research in the field, he's made a choice that he w оша 
otherwise not have made. Although commerce departments 
typically pay twice as much as psychology departments, he's 
moving to the University of Colorado to work in psychology. 

If people understood their consumerist tendencies, van 
Wwe would make a lot better choices to improve 
„labels informing 














cycled Fashion 
LONG LY-XUONG DESIGNS. 














Boven argues 
our own happiness. That and maybe, say 
people of their purchases’ environmental repercussions — 
would help us cut down on consumption. 
“People know happiness doesn’t lie in material pursuits,” Sean, an ass 

says van Boven. “What is lacking is an understanding of the ‘99 Кап ss pa director for TV comme: 

= natives, If people really understood [the culture of (22 Ranke Rover, agreed to mect ata c ee 
alterna wouldn't have as much power over them.” Ара Ee; te. 
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MOMENTUM 


175 Monday evening in Beverly Hills, and the epoch of 
hyper-consumerism seems to be drawing to a close. Along 
Rodeo Drive, the crowds are sparse. The people amble, 
they look bored. 

Pm no longer surprised. Each time I had infiltrated the 
of consumerism, I stumbled upon people who аге questioning 
the whole pursuit. The LA correspondent for Canada’s Globe 
and Mail newspaper wrote me, saying that “the ethos of low 
Consumption, recycling, simple living and sustainable goods” 


was blooming amongst the wealthy here and in 6; 
They sure aren’t power-sh 


the glitz of high fashion ап, 

thought: your time is over. 
Then I went to Costco. 
If you have never been to Costco, imagine an airplane hangar 

filled to the roof with super-sized versions of everything in 

your refrigerator, cupboards, and basement storage room, 

Customers pay an annual fee for the opportunity to buy things 

i wantities. The shopping carts are the size 


covens 


an Francisco, 
opping on Rodeo Drive. I looked at 
d the endless, winking brandsand I 


representative item was a six- 
myself to its handler, Linda, a heavy-set woman in her fifties, 
was here on her biweekly trip to fill the family pantry. Her 
mother, an 80-something Sicilian, was tagging along, She had 
never seen Costco before and kept saying “ troppo grande” 
while gesturing wildly, 
"Icome here to save money,” 

“Do you find that you just en 
Tasked. 

“Sure, I probably do,” she said, 
this now.” 

Then Linda leaned into the cart, 
Scene from a point far in the dista, 
human being, putting her shoulder to this Sisyphean burden of 
consumption. There was а discernable pause, a fight against 
inertia, and then it started to move. 


Linda explained, 
d up buying more stuff?” 


“but my family is used to 


and suddenly I pictured the‏ و 
nce. There she was, a tiny‏ 
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TheU.S. 
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unieadedgastine which costs roughly 95 [cent la пату. 
[cheaper now than it was eight years ago. When Inflation Is taken 
بت لبم‎ te se леан en EA 
Mexi ve yoara wouid rena دا ما‎ [Ual conservation, е 
2. Toughen Auto Fuel-Efficiency Requirements 
Federal regulations require that automakers produce fleets of cars with 
‘an average fuel efficiency of 26 m.p.g for 1986, but the Reagan 
Administration allowed ihe car companies to postpone that goal. The | 
Gradualiyraisoltto mpg: by the yoat 2000. © 


a decade ago, natural 

Butin many cases, 
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5. Encourage Debt-for-Nature 
The U.S. opposes ali هس بش مره‎ | 
Banka te parce m program al rece dol میس‎ or sap 
{akon by debtor nations o protect ropical rain foresta and other 
resources. 
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however, energy use has risen 

as the price has declined. 

Americans, who own more. 

than 135 millon cars, or about 

‘one-third of the world's total, 

have been drivi 
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with large gas-guzzling cars. 
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solve the earth's 
environmental crisis. Even 
beter tional bodies 
come up with global 
strategies, the U.S. can take 
many steps, unilaterally and 
immediately. 
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THE CURRENT CRISIS 
Never before have we been able to disrupt 
the fundamental processes of Earth's 


climate and ecology; and never before have 


we created technological and social 
systems — from continent-wide industrial 
agriculture to the international financial 
system — with the enormous complexity, 
connectedness, and speed of operation that 
we see around us today. Whether we are 
talking about new antibiotic-resistant 
diseases or shiploads of migrants from 
poor countries dumped on our shores, the 
problems that we face today spill across 
geographical and intellectual boundaries, 
their complexity often exceeding our 
wildest imaginations, and to converge and 
intertwine in totally unexpected ways 
Yes, the temperature is rising, and it’s 
going to get much hotter yet. We can now 
make a plausible case that we're on the 
cusp of a planetary emergency. 
Humankind is facing an increasing risk 
ofa synchronous failure, arising from 
multiple stresses acting powerfully at 
multiple levels of our social, economic, 
and biophysical system. At the moment, 
these stresses are acting in the 
background, quietly eroding the. 
resilience of these systems. The danger 
is that several will reach a crisis. point 
simultaneously. For instance, a sharp shift 
in climate that cripples food production 
and destabilizes regimes across Asia could 
occur at the same time as another 
international financial crisis and a string 
of major terrorist attacks on several 
Western capitals. Such a combination 
could overwhelm the adaptive capacity 
and resilience of even rich and powerful 
societies. A breakdown of institutional 
and social order might then happen very 
suddenly — essentially “out of the blue." 


HOPE, PART ONE. 
Science and technology, together, give us 
astonishing and relentlessly growing 
power. And this power can be immensely 
seductive. As we reshape our world, from 
the atoms in silicon semiconductors to the 
dams along the world's great rivers, as we 
make miracles out of the raw nature. 
around us, and as our technologies sweep 





the rate at which they supply ingenuity. 
Other societies - mainly those that are 
very poor -are losing the race decisively. 
As they fall far behind the leaders, the 
already huge differentials and contrasts 
among human societies grow ever wider. 


| us into the future, we may become 
convinced of our own invincibility 

| and infallibility, and dream that our 
possibilities are truly boundless. 

| And yet, despite our extraordinary HOPE, PART TWO. lib and as the “ood 
technological and scientific prowess, it’s | What we value as weal fitan аел 

| notatall clear that we really know what | life" has an enormous el ЕССЕ 

| weare doing in this new world we've | for ingenuity. People in po ane 
created for ourselves. We're amazingly | quite reasonably want UN 
ingenious, but we may not be ingenious | things things that those Es n d nre fr 
enough to manage our world and prosper, countries think are essenti des 

| within it. We charge forward, packed — | granted, like refrigerators, el ga WA 
cheek by jowl on a tiny planer, billions | and good clothes. But are spo! 


ii ivii ii | ісі | es, year- 
of us, consuming, striving, creating, and | vehicles, five-bedroom houses, у 
jostling each other. We crisscross the 


round air-conditioning, private summer 





cottages, and vacations in the Caribbean 


гра рь also essential elements of the good life?‏ اس ی 


subordinating all its places and resources қ 
ups needs, We ice if the future is Do they really make us that ar КЕ) 
clear, and clearly ours. Butthefutureis | happier? Probably not, yet por. ш 
murky at best, and it's not yet ours | rich countries aspire to tl ee d uin pad 
toclaim. | when we get them we ready = = 
An adequate supply of ingenuity ага! | environmental pur As iun 
times and places is not assured; ingenuity | material values in ric n 7 far ingen 
does not always appear in the right | help reduce our overall nee or: 
amounts when and where it is needed. to manage our relationship wi 
To one degree or another, all human | our environment. Же 
societies are locked in a race between a More profoundly, we nee leo rethink 
soaring requirement for ingenuity and an | our most basic рыннан cult i 
uncertain supply. Some societies are doing | Our seemingly limit! d A Mic 
better in this race than others: they are convinced many of эим ү! E 
preventing their ingenuity gaps from everything we want, A ae all hing 
opening too wide, which means they аге | within our grasp, Е d SUN 
| adapting reasonably well to rapid change, | separate ourselves Ба ааш 
either Бу keeping their requirement for foundations of Me ti ері anet Buby 
ingenuity from rising too fast or by raising realy дее корт d ne ÓN 
| in the broader scheme of things; to feel 
occasionally some awe before nature; and 
to reintroduce some real humility and 
prudence into our collective 





consciousness. 


| Adapted with permission from Thomas 
Homer-Dixon's The Ingenuity Gap: 

Can We Solve the Problems of the Future 
(Vintage Canada, 2001). 


























































“MY FAMILY AND I OWN 


A TOTAL OF FOUR, 


AND WE DRIVE THEM 


ALL OVER LOS ANGELES.” 


Leo knows that the average Los Angeles commuter spends 136 hours in 
traffic every a year. If you gotta kill time in gridlock, do it without killing the 
Earth. The eco-friendly Toyota Prius gets 50 miles to the gallon while turning 
heads in Hollywood. And isn't that enough? 











about to fall off its perch? 





Twenty years ago when | moved out by the lake, the night 
sky was a beautiful sight: When you looked up, there was 
the Milky Way, and the Little Dipper was easy to find + 

the only light that got in the way was the moon. Ten years 
ago | bought a telescope. | would go out in the back yard, 
set it up and enjoy looking at deep space objects. 

‘One night recently, the local TV station was showing off 
their new night weather screen, which shows the bright 
lights of cities that aren't covered by cloud. What did | 
see? All this light going up into space, not doing anything. 
Today it is like a quarter-lit moon even on the darkest 
night. | now have to drive 75 miles to darker skies, skies 
which still аге not as dark as they were 50 years ago. Will 
we ever again see the night sky in all it grandness? I 
doubt it. р 


Earl F. Carls 
Austin, Texas 








d A friend who works as a dive instructor on the Great Barrier Reef visited me in 
4 Sydney: She brought along a number of aerial photographs she'd taken just before 
she left, which clearly show miles of the reef completely bleached and covered with. 

y algae. Only two tiny sections were still healthy and colorful. She works daily on two 
4 patches of the reef just off of Cairns. One of these, containing corals thousands of 

4 years old, is now entirely dead. The other may spring back if we һауе а cooler 
۲ summer next year, but an El Niño is expected. It is possible that huge tracts of the 
world’s largest living reef will die within the next year; meanwhile the US and 
Australian governments argue that they have aright to continue increasing output 
of greenhouse gases and to rely on fossil fuels. Why does it feel like the canaryis 
















Sue King 
Sydney, Australia 
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was walking in an underground parking garage when. 
discovered two fat pigeons hovering around what looked like г 
puddle: Asi walked closer, | noticed that the “puddle” was oil 

= that hadieaked from acar, The pigeons were actually. drinking 
this sludge, and found myself, deeply disturbed as | watched. 
1 tried to shoo them away, but they kept coming back. | stood 

-. fora moment longer, and finally could take no Morel forced 


= myself away from that scene and'had nightmaresaboutit 


= for days. 
2 EX = Tracy Keate 
Toronto, Ontari 





Found a three-legged toad in surburbia. Though at first T 
„thought an animal had perhaps ripped off the missing leg, 
1thennoticed that where the leg should have been there was. 
atiny webbed foot. A frog won't faze the public, but just wait. 
until there is athree-legged child. Then and only then will 
concerns be raised, though by then the poisons will already 
be instilled in the human gene pool. 



































Infected Youth 
By email 





1 live near the end of thé Yakima River in eastern Washington. 
X The other summer, a friend and! would go walk down to the water 
Y daily, fill an acrylic bong with river water, and relax. Sometimes 


A few yearsiback our ‘cit ieee 
thought it Would bé neat tą cut down" 
real live trees and replace them with 
азо version of our town logo -the 
60-foot "tree of five seasons, 


we'd swim. At the end of the summer someone announced that 
the Yakima River was condemned. Too much agricultural runoff. 
Don'tdrinkfróm it, don’t swim in it, don't eat the fish from it, don't 
even wash yoür hands and face іп it. Fuck. What about using if for 
bong-water? What about all the crops and lawns watered by the 
‘Yakima?,And what about the Columbia River it flows into? 
/ Scott Anderson 
Mark Harper y cedarRaplds, owa 


‘West Richland; Washington 





Recently a headline caught my. 
ye. "Glow in the Dark Pigs." 
Turns out, they had successfully 
bred jellyfish genes into pigs. 
Under ultra-violet light the 
snouts and the hoofs glowed. 
Atfirst I laughed because the 
image of pigs glowing inthe 
dark was pretty funny. But why? 
For what purpose did they. 
create these pigs? For fun? Just 
tosee what they: could come 

up with?" 


z” 
ре”. 





Today t drove to Niagara Falls)’ ‘Ontario: Infortunately 
had'the privilege of driving through the city of Hamilton. 
4 There wasa light mist. coming from the iron ore 4" 

a refineries, When | put my wipers on it left a dark thick 
‘trail at the wipers’ edge. ." 


donor 





Robin Нато 
mU ESTA Ontario 
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Jreatirecently thatmy local government had conducted a Study to decide whether to spend 
$1 million to build a “tortoise fence" along the freewaysin order topfotect the endangered 
ańimals..A rubber tortoise was placed on the edge of the freeway to determine how 
пебебвагуаТелсе might be. Driver after driver aimed directly for the decoy. My eyes are open. 


Rachel Armstrong 
Apple Valley, California % 





J. Reynolds has 2 thing for teenagers. That's whata 
rome court concluded this spring, when it fined the 
tobacco giant $20 million. Under the pretext of reaching 
“young adults”, RJR buys ads in adolescent-friendly 
magazines like Spin, People, and Sports Illustrated. This 
strategy violates the terms ofthe landmark multi-state 
settlement, signed in 1998, that prohibits the marketing 

ttes to youth. 

Я Rist AE the cash - last year the company 
had revenues of $8.6 billion in the US alone. But the 
court decision puts pressure on Big Tobacco to get out 
of magazines altogether -one of the last үе» for 
cigarette advertising. The number-one source о! = 
magazine revenue in 1981, tobacco ads plunged to 21s! 
spot in 2001, thanks to a 39 percent drop over the year 
before. Publishers are worried that cigarette companies 
will stop buying magazine ads altogether, and the 

advertising industry accuses the courts of making ۳ 

consumers' purchasing decisions for them. The adworld's 

greatest fear? More lawsuits against companies that 
knowingly push harmful products on young people, be 


Freedom of speech has a new 
champion: the billboard, In June, 
advertising firm Vann Niagara 
won its legal battle against the 
city of Oakville, Ontario, which 
has a by-law banning all stand- 
alone outdoor advertising. 

The city argued the signs would 
distract motorists and destroy the 
city’s small-town image. But the 

Ontario Court of Appeal ruled 
that Vann Niagara's plan to erect 
billboards throughout Oakville 
is protected by the constitutional 
right of free expression. 

Actually, the judges called it 
“commercial expression” —a 
company's prerogative to reach 
consumers by any means 


A lawyer for the city pointed 
out that 85 percent of voters in 
a recent plebiscite supported 
Oakville's anti-billboard 
legislation. No matter, said the 
court. Besides, Vann Niagara 
billboards will appear only in 
industrial areas -along commuter 
routes, in other words — where 
they pose no threat to Oakville's 
Norman Rockwell ambience. 

The constitution is supposed to 
protect people from the tyranny 
of the majority. In this case, the 
court decided that the right to 
advertise - loudly - takes 
precedence over citizens’ rights 

ide how their community 

and feels, It’s true what 

















they cigarettes, liquor, or entertainment. Tobacco: 


hazardous to your profit margin. 


nike has begun market research for 
a new line of shoes called ‘presto, 
distinguished by the absence of 


nike swooshes, екс... . it presents 
itself in 
toronto as a gallery/ 





performance space . . . i go now, to 
spray swooshes on their sign . - 

рм 

Toronto, Ontario 


necessary. But what if those 
consumers don’t want to see the 
Staff latest shampoo and ice-cream Nick Rockel 
bar on a 20-by-16-foot sign? 


they say. Justice is blind. 











When word got out that a new all-ages 
venue was opening in Toronto this summer, 
the underground music scene was set abuzz ` horrible labor record.” 

until it was revealed that ће club was the Several other bands canceled when they 
centerpiece for a Nike marketing campaign. | discovered the Nike connection, though 

Presto, which opened its doors on June 15 | Nike claims they were up front about their 
in Toronto's trendy Kensington Market, involvement. “We didn’t want to hide the 
promised to host live punk, electronica, and fact that it was Nike,” says spokesperson 
hip-hop bands, and house an art gallery Michelle Noble. Yet the Presto advertising 
filled with the work of young artists. campaign seems to contradict that. Nike's 
“Presto”, also happens to be the name ofa omnipresent swoosh is conspicuously absent 
new line of Nike clothing and shoes targeted from all print ads and posters - as is the 
at the fickle, cynical, youth demographic. мога “Nike”. 

Shaw-Han Liem, who was invited to bring The Presto campaign is being run in other 
his electronic project “I Am Robot and cities, with street teams postering for Nike. 
Proud” to Presto, canceled when he learned “Anti-street teams” have already appeared, 
the identity of his hosts. "You're being asked tearing down posters in an attempt to make 
to be a commercial for Nike when you play Presto go the way of its missing swoosh. 
that club,” says Liem. “On top of that, it’s a 
corporation widely known to have a 
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No sooner had Canada lost one media baron - pompous 
Conrad Black is now a Lord in England — than a new one 
stepped into the vacuity vacuum, Make that plural: a 
family of media barons, the Aspers, now runs 23 dailies, 
dozens of weeklies, and major news websites and 
television networks. CanWest Global Communications 
has made Canada a model of media concentration, 

Fortunately, the Aspers are handling their new power 

with all the finesse of lumberjacks out of the bush on a 
drunk, Chummy with malingering Prime Minister Jean 
Chrétien, the Aspers have fired critical columnists and 
commissioned government-friendly op-eds. They now 
impose national editorials from head office, which local 
Papers refute at their peril. And on June 16, they fired 
respected Ottawa Citizen editor Russell Mills after he 
Published hard-hitting reports and analysis about the 
prime minister. Only days earlier, Mills had defended his 
bosses, saying he remained free to publish contradictory 
views “without any consequences.” 

Polite they may be, but Canadians are getting shirty 
with CanWest. Thousands have canceled their newspaper 
subscriptions, and jammers are targeting the company's 
newspaper boxes, Then there's the budding media activist 
movement, which plans a second annual Media 
Democracy Day in October. “We have always counted 
on the media to check abuses of government power,” 
notes Vancouver activist Emira Mears. “ But in this era of 
increasing corporate influence, the public must demand 
accountability from the media as well.” 















Media Concentration: The Black Hole of Democracy 


е rivate 
uns the three main priva 
er, Silvio Berlusconi, owns 
rime minister, Silvio mania 
ایب‎ Pion stations (Mediaset Group. As chief of government hal 
controls the national television station (tA) And within com 
Pub с commercia апа 
85 percent of c 
Publitalia, he controls 80 to son kalia 
ی‎ Ме акасы and politicians do not even realize this, 
"We have started a boycott campaign to get Ber con اه‎ 
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Ces Be will су the same thing in other democraticcount 
ы о ct eive 2 
be happy to hear of similar experiences and to rec 


Consumo Responibale 
(Responsible Consumption) 
„core.too.it> 
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PR on Terror 


Тһе Mideast war continues, a bloody 
pas-de-deux of Palestinian bombers and 
Israeli reprisal. Only in the PR war is a 
winner emerging. 

News media bias has shifted palpably 
in favor of Israel in recent months, with 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat left 
looking dazed by the spin. It was once 
possible to portray Palestinian suicide 
attacks as a tragic expression of 
hopelessness. That line doesn’t sell 
anymore, even when itis recited by 
Israel's defense minister after his own 
interviews with captured bombers. In the 
new rhetoric of terror, the bombings are 
now considered murder, plain and simple. 

So who gets the award for the PR win? 
Number one with a bullet goes to the 
American Israeli Public Affairs 
Committee, which holds down the front 
in Washington, DC. Listed among the top 
five lobby groups in the US by Fortune 
magazine, the $20-million-budget, | 

50,000-member arrac boasts of having 


2,000-plus meetings with members of the 
US Congress each year. That effort, they 
say, results in тоо pro-Israel legislative 
initiatives per year, and keeps the tap 
flowing for the $3 billion in annual US aid 
to the Jewish homeland. The arrac access is 
unparalleled by any American Palestinian 
or Muslim group. Even the right-wing 
Brookings Institute acknowledged, in an 
ABC news report, that the pro-Israel lobby 
is “pushing on an open door.” 

Most pro-Israeli activists still believe 
that even the American news media is biased 
against their position. That view, while 
faintly ridiculous, may stem from the 
strength of Palestinian PR deployment 
against foreign correspondents on Mideast 
soil. The Jerusalem Media and 
Communication Center, a news agency 
with close ties to the Palestinian leadership, 
continues to offer foreign journalists tours, 
sources and contacts, a steady stream of 
news, and a well-stocked library. 

Still, the pro-Israel shift is seismic. 
Consider this message posted on 
<lsraelForum.com> in June: “Has anyone 


actually noticed that the still-frequent 
[Israeli Defense Forces] incursions in 
the Palestinian areas, with mass arrests 
and everything, are not front-page news 
anymore? Compare this to the frenzy 
in April. Looks like all the ‘friends of the 
Palestinian people’ have screamed 
themselves out and are now back to 
daily issues.” 

Тһе message ends with a winking 
happy face. 


Israel Africa 


VOICEOVER: ‘TERRORISTS TRIED ТО 
CHANGE AMERICA FOREVER... . 
WELL, THEY SUCCEEDED.’ 


The Ad Council, the group that brought propaganda to the 
people in World War II, is getting back to basics. The council 
solicited eight TV commercials and one print ad from 
advertising agencies, who worked for free to launch the 
"Campaign for Freedom” in July. Another star-spangled 
volley will come later this year, Insiders could neither 
confirm nor deny rumors that the campaign was launched 
when officials discovered a single house somewhere in 
Middle America that was not flying Old Glory. 





US id 


June was a hot month for Henry Kissinger, America's leading 
candidate for a war-crimes conviction. The hounds of history 
have come a’baying for the Nixon-era secretary of state. 

First down the trail was Chilean judge Juan Guzman, 
investigating the 1973 killing in Chile of American filmmaker 
and journalist Charles Horman, Guzman is now considering 
an extradition request to question Kissinger about CIA 
involvement in that year’s coup. 

An extradition request wouldn't force Kissinger to take 
the stand, but it could make it uncomfortable for him to leave 
home. Heaven forbid an American should suffer the 
embarrassment of Kissinger’s old pal, former Chilean dictator 
Augusto Pinochet, held in Britain from 1998 to 2000 while 
courts decided whether to send him to Spain for a war- 
crimes trial. 

Meanwhile, in Washington, former US State Department 
envoy for Cyprus, Tom Boyatt, told the Council of Hellenes 
Abroad that Kissinger shouldered much of the blame for the 

Turkish invasion of Cyprus in 1974. In that boondoggle, 
despite a clear warning from Boyatt, America sat on its hands 
-and Kissinger fired Boyatt - while the Greek dictatorship 
invaded Cyprus. The invasion triggered a Turkish attack, 
resulting in thousands of civilian deaths and nearly 200,000 
refugees. Boyatt looks set to be a star witness if Kissinger ever 
find himself in the prisoner’s dock. 


Staff 








Is the girl-to-woman phase shrinking, or are the young 
females just acting like it? Alarmed North American 
Physicians tell us that an entire generation of girls is facing 
early-onset puberty. 

According to recent reports, girls are sprouting pubic 
hair, growing breasts and having mood swings ata 
dramatically younger age than ever before. Even worse, 
Parents say their eight-year-old girls are asking worldly 
questions about sex and parading around like teenage 
hotties, It’s a story made for Newsweek or daytime 
talk-TV. 

Most observers blame the physical environment: 
possible culprits include hormone-containing products 
(нсіз) such as beef, cosmetics, pesticides, and tooth 
fillings. They say our toxic world is making girls’ bodies 
grow up too fast-and their minds are following. 

Opting for what writer Tracy Quan calls “high-tech 
Victorianism," some parents put their daughters оп 
Lupron, a puberty-delaying drug. 

But are girls really growing up too fast? The case for 
early puberty centers on a 1997 study by Dr. Marcia 
Herman-Giddens at the University of North Carolina. 
Using data gathered from 17,000 girls across the US, 
Herman-Giddens concluded that American females were 
entering puberty between the ages of nine and 10, two 
years earlier than the textbooks said. 

The hitch is, girls still begin menstruating at about 12- 
and-a-half — the same age as they did in the 1950s, And 
Herman-Giddens admits those fusty old medical texts 
could have fudged the dates for the onset of puberty by, 
oh, at least a couple of years. So while young girls may 
appear physically precocious, their biolog 
changed in the slightest. 

If widespread early puberty among girls is a myth, then 
why does this myth of toxic girls hold such immediate 
appeal? One explanation: we don’t want to take 
responsibility for the mental environment our children 
inhabit. Young girls are talking and behaving like older, 
more experienced versions of themselves. But it’s not their 
bodies’ fault. They learned it from Mom, Dad, and the TV. 

Every society regards its young as rebellious, impetuous, 




















y may not have 





and given to saying the darndest things. We're no 

Me CS ban im de seri pare 
ii Ге want to shelter thet 

ado diecan shrekcaland emotional changes‏ یت 
swith thcir childrens butto leave ute ташу bit)‏ 
(forgetting that the media bathe kids in sexual langi‏ 
andimagery almost from day one). о‏ 
At the same time, we expect kids o be little carers‏ 

with college plans and grown-up ambitions for, say, 
pop stardom, We tell kids o think for themselves, bu 
Jer them siin front ofthe television for hours on end, 
soaking up violence and reductionist messages, And 
then we act surprised when a 12-year-old girl thinks 

















she's 17. me ۱ 
The jury is still ош on whether Hers turn girls inte 


adults before their time. There's probably some effect, 
But in today’s culture, girls bodies could never keep up 


with their minds. 





Nick Rockel 
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S д трі place, too. l'm completely protected. Yes, 
AE n p s nen) inthe arms. of paradise. 
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AE material emergency u = 
a 526 you out there, since the glass mask hasa 
ae шу с - | can't feel you, though, 
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N LE Ged black clam. ee, = 
n't wired tom imagir 
e my radio, but can imagine what 
RE you wearing that thing? 
| ТІ مت‎ oo PB Tee exhibiting itself. 
| Ra ‘ed around yourself lately? Our homes: 
۱ paint, insulation, glues, shingles, plaster, carpets E 
Inside our homes: cleaners, refrigerants, microwa 
les, plastics. Every office, store, and asie, 


















operation: inks and toners, dyed nylon clothes, hormone 
shampoos, radioactive electronics components... 
and all of this constantly being transported by land, sea, 


| and air -being carried by motorized vehicles that are 


themselves aggregations of deadly, malingering toxins, 
This expertly designed, state-of-the-science hazmat 
suit allows me to deal with all of this. Comfortably. 


| Without shocks, Without worry. Think of it like 


sunglasses and sunscreen, or air filters. Just one of 
the latest wise trends in protective insulation against 


| our environment. 


And remember: when you're in trouble, I'll be the one 


| coming to help you. 
| 


ITSAPE 
'SA PEACEFUL PLACE, WHERE I LIVE. I HEAR ONLY THE 


You'll be horrified when you first see me, of course. 
Because as | bravely gather you up in my arms of 
| hypalon, neoprene, butyl, PVC, and viton, you'll think I'm 
analien from another planet. 
Because you'll sense the agonizing irony in the. 
| fact that 'ma walking collection of toxic materials 
myself, born in a factory: thatexcretes its own 
| hazardous sludge. 
But most of all because you'll know that ifthe only 
| other person near you is wearing а suit like mine, then 
youare doomed. The poison is already in you. You have 
no chance of ever awakening from the nightmare. 
| This will be your Moment: ofRealization. 
Ifyou survive, of course, you will learn to like this suit. 


| What other choice do you have? 
Rob Wipond 


| 
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Ileft psychotherapy when I realized most 
of my clients’ parents didn't have any 
interestin understanding their children. 
They preferred a quick, technological fix 
for inconvenient behavior that stemmed 
төге from lifestyle than from organic 
brain dysfunction. Workaholic parents 
wanted Ritalin for children who just 
missed their mommy and daddy. Jock 
parents wanted Paxil to help their nerdy 
child be a football hero. Yuppie parents 
wanted Prozac for a cheerful honor 
student who happened to like Goth 
fashion and culture. I could not morally 
assist or condone the medication of 
children who were healthy, 
C. S. EDWARDS 
Lafayette, Colorado 


Pharmaceutical drugs never help unless 
you havea true, organic problem. If you 
don't, they hurt- sometimes beyond 
repair. Anything that changes your core 
personality so drastically and permanently 
should be guarded more carefully. 
PATRICIA PALMER 
Columbus, Obio 


TIME: Missing The Point 


The latest disorder-of-the-month in America? Anxiety. The June 10 issue of Time magazine 


One day I woke up from a long sleep 
(Irake sleeping pills) and went to take a 
diet pill to start the morning. There 
weren’t any more! I was going to get a 
prescription filled, but then I remembered 
that it was Sunday. At that moment I 
could feel the panic of total dependency 
come over me. I had to have my pill. 
RUSS SCHAEFFLER 
Orlando, Florida 


I got bullied in school, my dad was 
emotionally unavailable, and my mom 
was a drunk trying to get the compassion 
out of me that her husband should have 
provided. Here I am at age 42, damaged, 
and I have to fix things myself. I realize I 
am incapable of a “normal” relationship 
and that I'm going live my life alone. So 
am I mad? Oh yes, and I love it. I realize 
that I don’t have to do what others do. 
Proof of my madness: I am learning 
Finnish. Want to drug me now? 
ART KEULING 
Edmonton, Alberta 


I have struggled with depression for over 
10 years, and did not want to take an 
antidepressant because of the stigma 
attached to them. My nurse practitioner 
suggested I try one because I was having 
mood swings that were dramatically 
affecting my every day functioning. 
Reluctantly, I started taking an 
antidepressant, and my quality of life has 
improved dramatically. Asa politically 
aware person, I ask myself why it’s okay 
for me to benefit from this drug company 
while I’m so disgusted by their ad 
campaigns, which make Prozac, Paxil, 
etc. seem like wonder drugs that can and 


calls it the most common mental illness, holding 19 million Americans in its trembling 
hands. Scientists are just beginning to understand how anxiety works - that our anxiety 


mechanisms are easier to turn on than off, for example, and that stressful events may rewire 


our brains and make us more susceptible to fear. The authors point out that we “live ina 


should be used by most of the general 
public. Asa result, I keep my Wellbutrin 
use in the closet. 
А.Е. 
Nashville, Tennessee 


Rob Wipond's “Reality Gap” 
[Adbusters #41] brought back difficult 
memories from my nursing education six 
years ago. An elderly woman, forced to 
retire at 65, living in an empty nest and 
made to feel useless, was diagnosed with 
depression. Never educated about her 
options and brought up not to question 
doctors, she consented to electroshock 
treatment. I followed her stretcher up to 
the treatment room and stood quietly as 
she was “hooked up” and electricity 
coursed through her body. She woke up 
the next day disoriented and incontinent. 
She remained flat, unemotional, and un- 
human. The perfect patient - not cured, 
only controlled. Please forgive me for 
allowing this to happen. 

DANIELLE KEIR 
Orton, Ontario 





Picked up your “Mad World/Mad Pride” 
issue. It was poorly informed, unbalanced, 
insulting, and trivialized those who suffer 
at the extreme end of mental illness, When 
it comes to the murky, complex subject of 
affective disorders, you need to shut up, 
or, perhaps, read a few books. May I 
recommend On the Edge of Darkness by 
Kathy Cronkite, The Noonday Demon by 
Andrew Solomon, or Darkness Visible by 
William Styron. 

SID CROWE 

By email 





coe alcohol and геу | 
recreational drugs you тау 

you ating right and getting enough sleep 
“nd leisure time? Finally, if your job or the 
place you live is making you anxious, you 


particularly anxious age,” an era of “mass anxiety.” might moving to a less stressful 
So far so good. But here, Time says, is the crux of the problem: “less than 25 percent of environment or mawa a et Cr 






at fault 











Americans with anxiety disorders receive any kind of treatment.” Once again, the focus 
falls away from the toxic culture that has us breaking into а cold sweat, and instead looks 
to a calming future of cures. Among the treatments are the serotonin reuptake inhibitors, 
or SSRIs (the Prozac family of drugs). Increasingly unpopular with people suffering 
depression, SSRIs could soon be playing their unpredictable mind-games with a huge new 
Class of consumers. 

The self-help section says it all. At the end of list of therapies, pills, and alternative healers, 
Time offers its if-all-else-fails option: “try cleaning up your lifestyle.” What? Caffeine, road 
rage, virtual violence, debt consumerism, eco-crises, and the 24-hour economy might be 
part of the problem? Not a bad question to ask your therapist. 
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big trouble. The personalities, 
brands, and corporations that have buoyed the national id 
for a decade have turned outto be shabby counterfeiters, 
hands stained with ink. It looks like the death of capitalist 
triumphalism. Yet as the dollar slides, the Nasdaq tanks and 
the Dow travels back in time to the pre-boom early "905, 

— -punditson CNN and CNBC channel a widespread = if guarded 


= optimism about s 
Together like never before, watching the ticker tapes on their 
web browsers, We'll be out of the woods soon. You'll see. 
"Why, the US economy has weathered all kinds of 
adversities;say the boosters: remember the Depression and, 
before that; the automobile bubble? We survived the tech 


etha 
- wreck, didn't we? The fundamentals remain strong - just. 


2.2 keep your eye on the GDP. Even Joseph Stiglitz, the former 
BI ПЕЧ а iti 
“American-led globalization, sees an econo! 
“not in crisis. - 
"When a bunch of foreign terrorists hijack some jetliners 
and fly them into the World Trade Center, Americans get 
madand stay mad. When a bunch of domestic terrorists 
= jack the stock market and wipe out people's savings, 
nial follows anger in shortorder. What gives? Youcan't 
stench of complicity. The American Dream. once 
sus that it had room for Martin Luther King, and 
is all about the cash, т Mut 
"Young men and women reverse-engineer their 
уез from a distant retirement. It's become un-American 
© so question the basie soundness of the US economic system, 
har John Walker Lindh deserves a 
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itself. In July, President George Bush go zy 
m Congress to borrow another $450 billion — 
he old debr. At risk, said the president, 







riskis the ill ion of prosperity without end. 
now under trillions of dollars in 
‚under a trade deficit that requires 





„and credit” of the American people. More 









“Potential benefits could include extended 
seasons for construction and warm-weather 
recreation, and reduced heating requirements 
and cold-weather mortality | 
—US Environment Protection Agency 
acknowledges human-caused global 
warming for tê first time, June 5, 2002 
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$ THE SAME STORY AROUND THE WORLD. 
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A CULTURE ADVAN 
CING АТ ANY COST, 


| ON A COLLISION COURSE WITH ITSELF. 
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THE CLASH ОҒ CIVILIZATIONS IS A ROMANTIC TERM. 


FORGET ABOUT MEDIEVAL HORSEMEN. 
EXPECT INSTEAD A FISTFIGHT WITH SMASHED 


VODKA BOTTLES IN A PLYWOOD BAR. 


ENVIRONMENTAL LIBERATION FRONT, SKI RESORT ARSON, VAIL, COLORADO, 1998 








1 Manifesto (in progress): 

When we talk about “the system,” it sounds like warmed- 

over Marx. But then, who can deny that there is “a 

system"? Am I right? 

3 So, the system. The system can absorb almost every act of 
protest. Violence, for example. The system absorbs 
violence quite nicely, thank you. Almost without a bump. 
Still, 

5 The system is very poorly equipped to handle certain 
changes. Such as: it doesn't cope well with less. 

6 That is, people who ask less, not more, of the system. 
People who do not contribute to 'growth.” Who don't 
80 to the doctor that often, or take in a lot of movies, or 
consider a three-blade razor an improvement on a 
two-blade. 

7 Theact of asking for less, not more, isa radical act — 
far more radical than it’s ever given credit for. 

8 Ifyou don't believe me, ask yourself why, after modern 
history’s most appalling act of terrorism, the President of 
the United States of America would tell his people to keep 
‘on shopping or the terrorists win. 

9 Here's why: consumption keeps the system standing. 
Take away consumption, and you need to come up with a 

dically different system. 

10 That said, dropping out and joining a commune is 
volunteering to put your ideas in quarantine. And 
besides, communes tend to be a bit heavy on the rules. 

A tad monolithic, 

11 We do not live in communes be 
culture, We prefer to be within the ulture, a disturbance, 

12 We are in the process of imagining the next civilization 
while living within the хізгіп one. To use a short- 
memory metaphor, we are the digital revolutionaries 









































ause we refuse to cede the 














guys who 
e garage in 1979. Not the guys w 
ering in the garage in 19 the guys whe | 
] camed of being what Bill Gates became burshe 
ho proved, again, that the key component о! 
e-i doesnot 


always dre: 


tinkerers who р! a ' 
advance їп any sphere innovation — plainly i 
adva any - = 
depend on private interest and ownership and d 
d 
exchange of paper money. 
13 The on-line coupon salesmen 
cople came later. 
people ۱ 
14 So, we are inventing a way of life 
the following question: Take away 
does the next culture look like? 
15 To be honest, we don't have an answ * 
high-tech revolution, we would be at the 





and naked-on-my-webcam 





with less. We are asking 
consumerism. What 
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tage, maybe, 








e digital calculator. | 
16 whieh ig as good a time as any to explain w sm 
we.” We, tink, are the people who are rapidly los 
the last remnants of interes in home theaters multi 
ownership, fast food, big-box retail, the Philip stark | 
toothbrush, ай hat. Or at least, most of, Weal have ош 
small fetishes, our weaknesses, our chosen luxuries. Mine 
travel. Yours, maybe, is your low-rider ‘82 Chevy 


hat [mean by 
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17 But I don't want to make this sound easy. This is not 
a lifestyle preference, though itis undeniably a life- 
style choice. 

18 We are choosing, for example, to ride bicycles in a traffic 
system that threatens our lives, in weather that makes us 
miserable, over distances that make us tired. We do this 
because we are conscientious objectors to automotive 
culture and its environmental and social costs. When 
enough people reject the auto-cult, a better system will 
emerge = public transport, cities with a smarter design. In 
the meantime, we ride our bikes whether we like to or not. 

19 Except for the guy who can't give up his low-rider ‘82 
Chevy Nova. But he’s in a radical car-pool. 

20 Another example. There is something called the pooh-rag 
system, in which you tear rags into small sheets to use in 
lieu of toilet paper. You place the used rags in a large jug of 
vinegar. When the jug is full, you take it to the laundromat 
and put the contents through a low-water wash cycle so 
the rags can be used again. There’s nothing pleasant about 
this, but there's nothing charming about wiping your ass 
with old-growth forests, either. 

ШЕ 


22... itisn't only about stuff. It's also about, say, living 



































outside the entertainment pipeline of TV and Hollywood. 

Fumbling towards forgotten forms of leisu 

new ones. Like protest. 

23 Have you noticed? Many people in the mainstream media 
think global justice protests are just some kind of party. 

24 They act like we should apologize for that, 

25 Instead, the greatest danger is that we will let ourselves fall 
within their limits, their peculiar options for acceptable 
change, each one built on the idea of more more for 
Bangladesh and Haiti, but more, too (and always, and 
ever-more), for Beverly Hills and Canary Wharf. 

26 We say no. No thanks. 

27 We say “no” with our selv 
ona porch, sharing a meal at mid-day, asking a great d 
from each other but little from the earth or from the state 
less and less of its schools and shopping malls, its trade 
rules and tax regimes. We are the people who, as you walk 
by on your way toa job you hate, serve to remind that 

re other ways to live, and that you can join in the 
imperfect search, And that searching itself is nota bad way 
to live. 





or inventing 














Weare the people, sitting 




















there 





28 In time, we will find signs and pointers towards a new 
culture, and we'll begin to live it from bene: 
fringe, in the shadow. 

29 A shadow cultu 


ath, on the 








James MacKinnon 





SOUTH AFRICA HAS SEEN REVOLUTION. A decade ago, the country 


was divided by apartheid. So much has changed in the ensuing 10 
years that it feels like a lifetime has passed. Keep that in mind 
down to the World Summit on Sustainable 

rg, August 26 to September 4 
-failed not 


as the days count 
Development, in Johannesbu 
The first Earth Summit - Rio de Janeiro in 199 
as, It lacked our support 
һ Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, 
n”, Optimistically, we 





because it lacked good ide 

Ten years ago we were busy wit 
shopping gre 
act in our interests. Naively, we 
nonitor itself. Meanwhile, many of 
из stood aside as an exploding, global casino economy launched 
a decade of unprecedented consumerism. At the cusp of the new 


millennium, a critical mass began to see where our market 
ance by trade agreement, 


infatuation was taking us: into govern: 

with civil democracy replaced by an elite boardroom politics. 
Now we know the scope of resistance that we can muster. 

Since Seattle in 1999 = not the first globalization protest, but 

the first to shake the world — we have seen the wro, IMF, World 


Bank, and G8 shift to a rhetoric of global justice. While we 
organizations, we know, too, 





and saving the world by 
trusted our governments to 
allowed the private sector to m 











continue to fiercely criticize these 
fundamentally altered their DNA. Not one of these 


that we have 
power they enjoyed 


organizations acts with the almost limitless 
even five years ago. 

The global justice movement has been focused on corporate 
power, but its energy has also breathed new life into social 
Pavements, the labor movement, even the peace movement. 
And now, perhaps in Johannesburg, it's time to revive the 
environmental movement. 


Or rather, to renew its deep challenge 





to the drift of global culture. 

At the 1992 E; 

дк 1992 Earth Summit, environmentalism w 

aching the crest of a wav , 
à wave. Since thei 


disjointed from the new 
while a gen 5 
a generation о! i Н 
ac a generation of activists fight corporate power. I shies 
away from a challenge to consumerism while fighting te 
umerism’s terrible social and environmental 
ental 


costs. Its fights are 
ights are good ones, bi 
s, but it has lost the ki 
that can truly change the world ыны 
t the same time, 


as just 
as fallen back. 
а! r zenia 
m environmentalism today remains 
activism. It praises "green" 


re 








a less-recognizal 
¿e the same gnizable environme 
kes the streets at every global justice ne Iti 


expressed in the activists themseh 
who have 
ho have connected their individu 


alism 

gathering. It is 

es thousands of people 

ual ecolog 

who have connect gical foo 

corporate power, consumer culture, and First W Fan 
arrogance. The chemistry between the sp 
ovement and its personal ecologic 

But our crises are 


public social justice 

personal ecol al politics is revolutionary. 

Bat oure ere for the environment to rei 

or parecía global activism mE 

johannesburg ۰ 

= burg may not be a flashpoint, but it could b 

the pi 1 point toward new green movement. Radical 
Аар are emerging, imagining a world totally transformed 

As the banner says, we've gor three new "Rs" hink, 
iseup, Resse, даны 
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Greenpeace wants UN chief Kofi Annan to stop playing 
nice-guy with the world's richest nations. Make real gains 
in Joburg, they say, or the summit gets labeled 

10.” The freshest Greenpeace summit campaign? A 
proposed action plan for renewable power to the two 
billion people who currently live without basic energy 
services. <www.choose-positive-energy.org> 






South African President Thabo Mbeki says hg. 
doesn’t wantthe Earth Summit to end without a 
draft action plan. In June, after lead-in talks faltered 
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Friends of the Earth is working to bring together the 
enviro and globo-justice movements. foe рай for 
binding global rules on corporate accountpbility, 
and wants summit action to protect mute 
Environmental Agreements (MEAs) from Heing 
undercut by world trade agreements. The group is 
collecting personal statements to summit |eaders, 
which will be part of a major art installatior 












in Bali, Mbeki said developed countries would have 
to check their consumption to make an action plan 
work. “Its outcome must make sense to she who has 
16 walk for kilometers to fetch drinking wat&P," he 
said. "It must also speak to he who consumes more 
than the earth can give.” Email Mbeki at 


«WWW.rio-plus-10.0rg» 










Enough of the UN's buddy-buddy relationship with 
corporations, says CorpWatch, the leading voie of the 
Alliance for a Corporate-Free UN. In July 2000, [he UN 






















<president@po.gov.za> joined in a "Global Compact" with transnationd| business. 
a да To which CorpWatch says, “Shouldn't a ‘Citizens Compact’ 
É ا‎ Ba come first?" Sign on at <www.corpwatch.org>| 
j | 


ga 
Landless people are shut out of almost every 
global meeting, and the Jo'burg summit is no 
different. The Land Access Movement of South 
Africa (Lamosa) wants to make local land 
access an unavoidabig issue. Lamosa is made 
up of rural communities that were forcibly 
dispossessed of their land by the apartheid 

| regime; they'll be calling for land redistribution 

for development, food security, and peace. 

Check <sa.indymedia.org>. Large-scale prótests 

а = are a big question 

mark at the Earth \ 

Summit, but Officials 

have lined up 26,000 

police (with Feservists 

оп stand-by), and so- 

called "spohtaneous 

gatherings” have been 

banned. The South 

African government 

expects 40,000 

activists How many 

will takg the streets? 


big business 


rule the world! 
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GIANT" HAS A PASSPORT TO JO'BURG. WHY NOT YOU?‏ سیر بر 
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Why would organizers of the UN World 
Summit on Sustainable Development 
need to spend a third of their $47- 
million budget on security costs? Are 
they scared of environmentalists in 
sea turtle costumes? 

Of course not, goes the official line: 
the concern is terrorism. The summit will 
take place very near the first anniversary 
of September 11 (the summit dates were 
bumped to avoid that dreaded day). 
Organizers have predicted that 13 5 heads 
of state and 60,000 delegates will attend. 
An event of this stature, stretched over 12 
days, is no doubt an attractive target for 
those who want the world to know that 
they do not accept the status quo. 

Of course, that sentiment is held by 
dissenters of all stripes, not just the ones 
with bombs. Rather than taking great care 
to make this distinction, however, there 
is a renewed tendency to lump these 

groups together. 

Consider the G8 meeting held earlier 
this summer in Kananaskis, Alberta. 

The strategy to protect against terrorism 

proved remarkably effective at shutting 

out all dissent. The power players hid in a 

mountain retreat, guarded with fences, 





Combine the world’s best thoughts on 
and you get the Earth Charter. Тһе Charter 
Earth Summit but, lil 


Process ever conducted in connectio! 
has arrived. 


So how does it look? (Cue the drum roll). 


In a word: optimistic. Brazenly, distressingly, wonderfull 
Part, 16-point document are laudable recomm: 
the quality of life and material sufficiency in a fi 


genetically modified organisms harmful to nati 
environmental and social costs of. goods and sę 

There are also some real humdingers: "ега 

in all its forms." Or how about: “convert milita 

Sound good? You better believe it. The Chai 
Society interests, from ecology to economic j 
more than 6,000 individuals and organization: 
by the UN in Johannesburg. 

Whether or not that happens matters 
document to grow. gray in the bureaucrat 
action, and a soft law instrument to 
<www.earthcharter.org> 


Officials successfully lobbied and even paid 
landowners not to make space for a protest 
camp. Organizers reported passing convoys 
of tanks and military vehicles. 

With the summit site and leaders 
completely concealed from the public, 
one would hope that access would be given 
to a wide range of media. Instead, media 
accreditation was denied to several 
organizations known to be critical of the 
G8. Those shut out included Jamey Heath 
for Greenpeace; Elain Briere, an award- 
winning photojournalist hired by the 
Canadian Labour Congress, and two 
staff members of Adbusters. 

Accreditation was denied to those with 
“political ties with groups of a subversive, 
extremist, or violent nature” or evidence 
of “anti-social” behavior. 

Now environmental activists are also 
being tarred with the terrorism brush. 
Congressman George Nethercutt (R- 
Washington) introduced an Agroterrorism 
Prevention Act (which would make 
uprooting a field of genetically modified 
plants, for instance, an act of terror), and 


/ wt YA fo си pr کمن‎ , 


how to fix the planet, tweak it by committee, 
Was supposed to be drafted for the 1992 Rio 


ly optimistic. Among the four- 


lendations: "adopt lifestyles that emphasize 
inite world," "eradicate non-native or 

ive species, " and “internalize the full 

ervices in the selling price." 

dicate poverty," "eliminate discrimination 

гу resources to peaceful purposes." 

rter appeals to the whole spectrum of civil 
Justice to democracy and beyond. By June 

s had endorsed it, and it’s up for endorsement 


less than how the Charter is received, Just another 
ts’ files? Or a catalyst for dialogue, a new call to 
guide new sustainable development legislation? 


the chairman of a congressional 
subcommittee sent a letter to eight 
mainstream environmental groups, m 
challenging them to “publicly disavow 
actions of eco-terrorist organizations.” , 
They did = but what would have happenet 
if one or more had refused? 
global justice an 
Johannesburg. So far, the reported security 
force will be 8,000 police а far cry 
from the tens of thousands brought to 8 
Kananaskis. There may be more opema ^ 
too: this time, Adbusters was cleared for 
s pass. | 
i PS the cinch is likely to grow tighter i 
the summit approaches. If the clamp. bin 
comes, here's one strategy to keep. ш; 
As the GS security budget soared, osa 
counter-summit organizers made t к 
powers that be an offer: cut $то million 
from security and give it to African ۳ 
development aid. Іп exchange, Nes ani 
activist affinity groups would withdra 
their plans to protest in the e. 

They didn’t bite in Kania ut M 
maybe the United Nations would be > 
willing than the G8 leaders to put som 
money where their mouths are. 

















Іп early May, the California Supreme Court ruled that a 
company cannot lie in PR that is used first and foremost 

to sell products to people. That might sound obvious. 
Advertising advocates, though, call the ruling “dangerous,” 
and hope the decision will be quashed by higher courts. 

The California case couldn’t have touched on а hotter 
topic- Nike labor practices. In 2001, activist Marc Kasky 
launched a bid to sue Nike for false advertising, claiming the 
company was using sophisticated PR to mislead consume 
about working conditions at its overseas contractors. 
The first question: was the PR campaign a sales pitch? If so, 
it counted as “commercial speech” - which, to protect 
consumers, is held to a higher standard of truthfulness than 
open, public debate. 

A 4-3 majority of judges felt it was. Nike is free to defend 
itself against charges that it supports sweatshops, the 
court rules, but must clearly separate that defense from 
consumer PR and advertisement. If upheld, the decision will 
be a major victory against the expansion of corporate spin 
towards full public-speech rights, Expect a courtroom 
drama: Nike says it will “exhaust all our remedies,” and 
ad-industry groups are girding for battle. 

















ExxonMobil is asking activists to do the impossible 
— run a brand boycott, only without the brand. 

In June, the oil giant launched a lawsuit against 
Greenpeace: not for outing the corporation as a 
“climate criminal” and leader in the fight against 
the Kyoto Protocol, but for messing with the 
company's Esso logo. The Greenpeace spoof, said 
corporate lawyers, creates “а repulsion, which 
turns away customers” and is reminiscent of the 
Nazi "SS" symbol. Follow the legal action at 
<www.greenpeace.org> 


The line between ads and the open flow of ideas on-line 
has blurred too far, the US Federal Trade Commission has 
decided. In a letter sent to internet search engines late in 
June, the FTC asks that the companies make “clear and 
when websites have paid to be 





conspicuous disclosures” 
prominently listed in web searches 
The letter -asking only for voluntary steps at this 
point is the result of a formal complaint of deceptive 
advertising filed by Commercial Alert, of Washington, 
DC. Named in the complaint are AltaVista, AOL Time 
Warner, Direct Hit, iWon, LookSmart, Microsoft, and 











Terra Lycos. 
“These search engines have chosen crass _ 
commercialism over editorial integrity,” said Gary 
Ruskin, executive director of Commercial Alert, at the 
time of his complaint. 
"The rrc has a history of demanding that advertisements 
be clearly identified, but the internet has blended 
| and public communication to an 
The caution to search engines is 





corporate, personal 
unprecedented degree. i 
a first step to unwinding civic debate from sell-jobs 





cyberspace. 


Bottom line? *We won," said Ruskin. 





Silent Theft: The Private 
Plunder of Our Common 
wealth 

Corporations are stealing what 
no one can own, from our DNA 
codes to the radio airwaves. 
David Bollier has a plan to help 
us reclaim them. See 
<www.routledge-ny.com>. 


GLOBALIZATION Globalization and Its 

AND ITS contents 

DISCONTENTS As a World Bank exec, Joseph 
Stiglitz saw globalization from 
inside. Now he's on the outside, 
with a warning for the rest of us. 
See <www.wwnorton.com>. 
















(1) Shell executives, make a wish. Your 
company is the frontrunner for the Life 
Achievement Award at the Green 
Oscars, a yearly celebration of corporate 
greenwash. Hosted by CorpWatch, 

this year's festivities will be in fabulous 
Johannesburg, at the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development. "Let's give credit 
where credit is due,” says CorpWatch. 
“When it comes to greenwash, Shell is 
simply superb. 





me 











(2) The heart of a great PR campaign is 
a sizzling tagline. In the mid ’90s, Shell's 
image was a mess. The brand was tarnished 
by a coziness to apartheid, oil-rig dumping, 
global warming, and a bloody crackdown 
on activists fighting oil development 

in Nigeria. It was time for a global ad 
campaign by the J. Walter Thompson 
company. The “Profits & Principles” 

era had begun. 








(3) Misty seas, tropical frogs, a manager 
who's accused of being “a hippie” = these 
are the trademarks of the new Shell image. 
The company focuses on volume, volume, 


PROFITS а PRINCIPLES 


gore aerate energy s no nerma 
Keeping рәсе wit me world’s accelerating domand 
los energy and supplying power ю remote areas 





requiro Shell to pursue renewable resources Ike 





volum: 





: it churns out tanker-loads of 
social and environmental spin each year. 
It's working. According to J. Walter 
Thompson, support for Shell among 
opinion leaders has increased by 30 percent, 
and 4o percent of motorists say the ads 
about trees and native elders make them 
more likely to buy Shell brand oil and gas. 


(4) Solar power: it really does hold 
phenomenal potential. By some estimates, 
solar power plants covering one percent of 
the world’s deserts could meet the planet's 
energy needs. Shell is less optimistic. Solar 
tech will “contribute little to the overall 
energy scene,” the company says. In fact, 
the company predicts that all forms of 
renewable energy will contribute no more 
than one-third of the world’s power by 
2050 enough to reduce greenhouse gas 
effects to what Shell calls “acceptable 
climate change. 











(5) Ignoring alternative energy has been 
standard oil and gas industry policy for 
more than 25 years. According to the 
World Bank, the key barrier to solar power 





жм, biomass and wind energy. A new 
Intemational Company called Shol Renewables i 
working to develop these new opportunities 
commercialy. А Sheli Canada, wo mink wind 
power holds promise and we're looking at ideas for 
investment. + par of our commiment 1o sustainable 
development, integrating economic progress with 
owrorementl care and social responsibilty So wit 
goals and investment, renewable energy can be 







more man jst a daydream, 






growth has been the lack of investment by 
major players. Despite this, the industry's 
small-scale innovators have managed 15- 
percent annual growth for the past decade. 


(6) Over the next five years, Shell will spend 
а maximum of $1 billion on renewable 
energy, bringing the 10-year investment 
commitment to $1.5 billion, tops. In 
comparison, the company spent more than 
Sa billion in just one year - 2001 = find 
and develop new oil and gas sources in 

the usa alone. 





(7) Let's give the last word to a trusted 
source — say, an automotive journalist. In 
his syndicated column in June, Jeremy Cato 
argued that oil and gas companies are into 
alternative energy “as a defensive measure, 
and for general public relations purposes." 
For now, the companies' profits come from 
oil, their spending goes to oil, and the 
energy policies coming out of the White 
House point to no change. Think the fossil- 
fuel economy is on its way out? "You're 
not paying attention,” says Cato. 


PERHAPS IT'S TIME ТО ASK SOME 

“RIDICULOUS” QUESTIONS, 

Can we imagine a world in which 

market activity is kept within certain 

boundaries and is restrained from 

disrupting ecosystems? Are we fated to 

live with a marauding market order 

that routinely violates basic ethical and water pollution started to beco! 
norms, people's health and safety, and Serious problem, the idea of “the — 
our democratic traditions - until a crisis | environment” literally didn’t exist. 
makes some response unavoidable? Ithadto be culturally invented. 

Ihave a fantasy chat a new language — As Duke law professor James Boy! 
can help us answer these questions. has pointed out, no one quite realized 
With this new language, we can critique that bird hunters and bird aded 
the market ethos and put forwarda might actually share the same interest. 
ia until the language of “the ji 

We are suffering from a blind spot in | environment” helped articulate the 
Our consciousness that resembles the common ground. As long as the air, 
one Americans faced in the 19506 and Water, and soil were merely the — 
1960s. Back then, when industrial air background of daily life, it was hard 

for the citizenry to understand what 
was threatened —and what should be 
done about it. “The environment” 
helped showcase the natural world and 
created an overarching narrative that 
helped make sense of things. In so 
doing, the new language fueled a 
political and cultural movement. 

We are experiencing a similar 
cultural challenge today. But this 
time, we need to showcase the many 
realms of life being threatened by — 
market imperialism. 

Unfortunately, environmentalists 
who once challenged the market system 
have made an amicable peace with it. 
Instead of debunking its insatiable 
appetites and unsustainable fantasies — 
еу personal salvation through 































consumption, stronger property rights 
asa way to save nature mainstream 
environmentalists eagerly embrace 
“market solutions” and piecemeal 
policies that ignore the larger issues. 
Because market environmentalists do 
not question some basic assumptions 
about the legitimate reach of markets, 
they have trouble confronting the 
“propertization” of nature. They 

have no principled or philosophical 
objections to allowing markets to 
colonize whatever resources the 

investor class can capture. 

Markers cannot expand indefinitely, 
ofcourse. But we really don’t have a 
coherent philosophy for explaining 
why certain realms of life should not be 
available for commodification and sale. 
This enables the corporate world to 
continue its obsessive propertization 
of, well, everything. Already a 
philistine vanguard of entrepreneurs 
is scrambling to “own” actual life 
forms and segments of the human 
genome. Firms are patenting common 
plants and crops in developing 
nations, and converting water supplies 

into commodities to be sold on 
global markets. 
Asa first priority, we need to be able 
to name and understand those realms 
of life that should not be governed by 
market norms. Currently, we have no 
language to describe and differentiate 
the non-market universe of nature, arts 
and culture, public schools and 
libraries, our democratic institutions, 
and personal consciousness. These are 
typically regarded as feedstock and 
facilitators for the market machine. 
This is where a new language ~a 
language of “the commons" - comes 
in. It can help to define a new vision 
and a different vector of value than that 
described by property law and the 
market. And it can work on many levels 
—rhetorical, political, scholarly 
without its basic priorities being 
readily coopted. 








GREEN PARTY ACTIVISTS PROTEST THE NEED 
FOR AIR POLLUTION FILTERS, MEXICO 


the many resources we own but doy 
control: from the vast amounts of 
timber, minerals and ой on publig 
lands, to the airwaves that broad 


drug research that is essentially gi 
away to drug companies. 
But the commons is not justa. * 





‘AIR POLLUTION FILTER BY ITRACO, 


excesses, but also affirm positive Р ۲ THE NETHERLANDS 

like openness, 5, social equity A commons is not just about farmers 

and diversity. The idea of the солт к: dealing with scarce water supplies ог 

allows us to draw lings абал + lobster fishers governing their own satisfaction can be created in one 

market” ава historical force with harvests from local coasts. The fell swoop - and completely outside 

own limitations, and 089 commons is exemplified, also, by the the market. 

claims to be a natural, universal global corps of software programmers As with any fledgling movement, 

system for ordering human society. | Who created the Gnu Linux operating — itis hard to know how efforts to 

It allows us to open up a new discussioh System and scientists who share and — | champion the commons will evolve. 

that focuses on democratic and coordinate work for the advancement But already, we are edging towards a 

social values, of their discipline. A commons shows — shared vocabulary, the first words of 
Finally, the commons allows us how economic value and social challenge to market-speak and the 

to seize the moral highground while realities it sanctions. 

offering a compelling model to explain 

how community-owned resources can David Bollier is the author of Silent 

be managed, and managed well. The Theft: The Private Plunder of Our 

Common Wealth (Routledge, 2002), 

<www.silenttheft.com>. 

























LET'S TAKE A QUICK ACRONYM TEST. 
Do you know what b-A-s-D stands 
for? no? 

BASD means Business Action for 
Sustainable Development, and it’s one 
of the main reasons that you - you — 
should be finding a way to get to 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

What other things can BASD сап 
stand for? We'll come back to that in 
a moment. First, some other reasons 
to come to Jo'burg this August. 

The world’s governments will all be 
there, making another last-ditch effort 
to save a deteriorating planet. Sitting 
side-by-side with governments will be 
the largest corporations, claiming they 
have the solutions to the world's 
environment and development woes. 

Royal Dutch Shell will be there, 
insisting that sustainable development 
means “planet, people, and profits”. 
Sound familiar? Say, from the World 
Trade Organization, IMF, World Bank, 
and World Economic Forum? In fact, 
the wro and World Bank will Беіп 
Johannesburg, too, making sure 
environmental agreements don't 
interfere with free trade and corporate 
rights. And 10,000 journalists will 
be there, looking for stories. 

Another reason to come: George 
W. Bush will probably not be there. 

The World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (wssp), aka Rio + 10, 
aka Last Chance To Save The Planet, 
is the roth anniversary of the first 
modern giant UN Conference, the Rio 
de Janeiro Earth Summit of ‘92. The 











LOGOS FROM TOYOTA, MCDONALD'S, MONSANTO AND BP 


global justice movement should be 

there. But, before we book our flights, 

let's decide something: Are we going - 

to support the summit process, or 
oppose it? 

The UN has its serious faults, but 
itstands for peace, security, human 
rights, human health, the environment 
democracy, sanity. We need the UN, ” 
and these conferences are a chance to 
have our voices heard. 

Moreover, if the wro must shrink 
or sink, what will take its place? What 
intergovernmental institution will 
prioritize environmental protection 
over neoliberal investment rules? 
What global grouping should, in a just 

world, decide which is more important, 
corporate rights or human rights? 
The best answer seems to be: the one 
that represents We, The Peoples. 

The United Nations. 

Yet the UN has put the global justice 
movement in an awkward position — 
the Johannesburg Summit is going to 
be about partnerships with major 
corporations. The summit bureaucrats 
have even invented some new jargon to 
describe these partnerships: “Type II 
outcomes.” At the US's insistence, the 
UN has essentially given up on Type 
Toutcomes, which are traditional, 
multilateral, negotiated agreements 
between governments. Type II 

partnerships are purely voluntary, 
piecemeal agreements aimed at getting 
private-sector money into UN-friendly 
projects. They also put major 











corporations close to the heart of 
international governance. 

Some of the new partners of the UN 
are the very same corporations that 
citizens movements are working 





against. For example, Shell and BP, 
two of the largest oil companies in the 
world, and two of the largest 
contributors to global warming, have 
signed on to the UN's Global Compact 
with corporations, So has Rio Tinto, a 
mega-mining conglomerate and bane of 
indigenous communities and labor the 
world over. So have Aventis and 
Novartis, among the top purveyors of 
genetically modified crops. Even Phil 
Knight of Nike, champion protagonist 








of globalization's race to the bottom, 
has had his photograph taken in front 
of the UN flag, shaking Secretary 
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General Kofi Annan's hand and 
wearing a shit-eating grin. 

And so, those of us who think these 
companies do not necessarily hold the 
keys to sustainability will arrive in 
Johannesburg ambivalent. We already 
know that the agreements reached in 
Johannesburg will fall far, far short of 
saving the planet. They will be wro- 
compatible, free-trade friendly, and 
will not satisfy the Third World thirst 
for environmental justice. We will be 
tempted to bash the UN and it’s servile 
attitude, but then, we wanta stronger 
UN -a counterbalance to the wro and 
ever-expanding corporate power. 
If Another World Is Possible, surely 
Another UN Is Possible, too. 

So what to do in Johannesburg? 
That's where the BASD comes in. 
Business Action for Sustainable 











Development is a self-selected group of 


elite corporate environmentalists and 
corporate humanitarians flocking to 


South Africa to greenwash their images 


International, and Adbusters rolled 
into one. Their leadership comes from 
Shell and Rio Tinto. They will be 
calling the shots at the wssp, as they 
have been calling the shots, directly and 
via the US, at other major conference 
They have to be monitored, exposed, ` 

and removed from power. That’s 

our job. 








BASD will have their own exhibition 
center and conference, where their 
Parent organization, the International 
Chamber of Commerce, will give 
Out Business Awards for Sustainable 
Development Partnerships. The 
companies, who claim to be part of 
the solution, are in fact the root of the 
problem, the root of what has gone 
wrong at the United Nations and in the 

Earth Summit process. With the world 
watching, we can point our collective 
finger at them (I meant your pointer 
finger, but whatever... ), 

Yes, there will be—and should be 
anti-globalization protests at the wssp 
But the message can be one of qualified 
support. We support the UN - but only 
a UN that is corporate-free and places 
human rights and the environment — 
above free trade. We supportan Earth 








and make it seem like they are the most, Summit process — but not if it's a bal 
ababy 


progressive and concerned sector of 
Their rhetoric will be more- 
thou. Their PR will 
„lub, Amnesty 


society 
sustainable-th: 
look like Sierra 











brother to the wro and ımr. As the 
corporate sector loses credibility and 
their bad reputation rubs off on the 
UN, the UN will start to listen to us. 

Meanwhile, we can take our protests 
to BASD and the Greenwash Gurus 
in Jo'burg. 

Which brings us back to that 
acronym. The Greenwash Academy 
anallianceofenvironmentand | 
development groups, is holding a 
contest to come up with alternatives for 





the asp. We're looking for something 
that captures the essence of the 
organization, but with a little more 
zest. To get you thinking - about the 
contest, but also about corporate 
power and the world summit - here 
area few of the entries so far: 
Business Against Sustainable 
Development 
Business Artfully Suffocating Dissent 
Bogus Action and Sleazy Deception 
Business And Summit = Death 





Kenny Bruno is UN Project 
Coordinator for Corp Watch, 
Campaigns Coordinator for 
EarthRights International, and 
co-author of the upcoming book 
EarthSummit.biz- The Corporate 
Takeover of Sustainable Development 
(Institute for Food Policy). For more 
on the BASD contest and other 

enwash news and actions, see 
earthsummit.biz>. 
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Story: DOUG COUPLAND. 
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One morning іп the not-too-distant future, one 
percent of all the people in the world - 60 million 
moms, dads, brothers, sisters, dog-owners and 
friends - vanished. The vanishing crossed all national 
borders, beliefs and religions. 

Nobody understood how or why the vanishing 
happened. All they knew was that the ones who 
vanished were either extraordinarily beautiful and/or 
extraordinarily intelligent - movie stars, Nobel Prize 
winners, fashion models and astronauts. 
















































As can be imagined, the chaos and fear created 
by the event was extraordinary, yet after some 
months, daily life on Earth managed to continue in 
its way. Crops were grown. Factories kept working. 
Newspapers were made. New kinds of micro- 
waveable snacks were advertised on TV. Babies 
were born. 

Ayear later, another one percent of people 
vanished, except this time there was no common 
thread. The vanishees might just as well have been 
selected by having their names pulled out of a hat, 
and it was after this second vanishing that human 
beings realized that further vanishings might be 
on the way, and that checks had to be put in place 
so that if somebody, say, at the control panel of a 
nuclear plant went missing, the transuranium core 
wouldn't go critical. Cars and planes developed 
systems to cushion the effect of a missing pilot or 
driver, Factories learned to shut themselves off. 
Canal systems and missiles were made as fail-safe 
as possible. 

Sure enough, a year later another one percent of 
humanity vanished, and by this point, humankind 
was one seriously spooked species. It became hard 
for people to concentrate on anything long-term, 
beita painting, the Olympics or a presidential 
election. Beyond basic survival, life as we know 
it began to grind to a halt. 

Then the vanishings came more quickly, until 
at the end of five years, only five percent of the 
people on Earth remained. Curiously, much of this 
remaining five percent was composed of engineers 
and construction workers. 
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when the flying saucers appeared 
and the aliens landed, everybody was actually 
pretty happy, because now some sort of sense could be 
made of the vanishings, except that the aliens did no such 
explaining. Instead they used highly tweaked pharmaceutical 
molecules as a form of mind control to turn young and old into 
a single-minded cult - the remediators. Their goal was to 
remove every single trace that humanity had ever left on the 
planet'sface. 

Much of the great remediation was cosmetic, such as the 
systematic molecule-by-molecule deconstruction of cities 
and roads. But it wasn't enough that buildings and roads be 
removed - they had to be removed in such a way that no 
ecological trace ofthem was left: wood was mulched and 

stones and rock and concrete were turned to dust. Drywall 
was crumbled and used to deacidify lakes. Boxes of 
insecticides and pesticides from garages had to be burned in 
a way that left behind no toxins. The gravel and stone beneath 
railways and freeways was sifted and sorted and moved 
elsewhere in the continent where they made a natural sense 
in the landscape. Graveyards and their coffins were erased, 
as were ski resort gondolas and Monet's garden at Giverny. 

Of course the areas of larger cleanup were human traces such 

as garbage dumps, dams, and industrial and nuclear 

facilities. Dozens of generations of humans 

were born and raised with 


















justenough 
knowledge, and just 
enough will, that they could 

spend their lives sifting backwards 
through time through layers of household 
trash, construction debris and sludge. Clans 
of remediators were formed around the sorts 
of cleanup skills they were assigned at birth. The 
Aquamagnetics scoured the bottoms of oceans and lakes 
for metallic human evidence: bottle caps, car parts and 
submarines. The Olivo-deSalinizers specialized in removing 
salt crusts from deep within the soils surrounding olive 
processing factories, often in digs that went down 
thousands of meters. But to these human beings, linear 
time and pyramid-sized projects generated no awe. 

All that mattered was the ultimate repair of the 





earth. To eat only algae, rice and beans and 
fix the planet was the best possible WK 
gift a human being P 


could imagine. 











Many thousands of years passed, and one could 
look down at the planet from the height of a 747 and 
see nothing but pristine continents, and at that point, 
every pop can and every cigarette butt and every 
piece of lead gunshot on the Earth's surface had 
been located and removed and dealt with. The vast 
underground coal and asbestos mines in the 
northern hemispheres had been scraped clean and 
then been collapsed into themselves. The Florida 
Everglades showed no trace of freeways. Chinese 


hydroelectric dams might just as well have never 
existed. New York City was a forest. 


Every once in a while, a report would come іп ofa 
wedding ring located in the ocean off the coast of 
GI ora nail hammered into the trunk of a 
thousand-year-old tree in Argentina; an emergency 


team would be dispatched, but the heavy lifting had 
all been done. 

































E Nuclear waste proved to be the largest problem. 
ES aliens refused to put it inside their spacecrafts, 
ind they leftthe care of it to the engineers they'd 
kept behind, and to the subsequent generations of — 
engineering overlords. Some of the waste was fired YA 
into the sun. Some was treated using deradiation — 

techniques pioneered in the centuries after the 
vanishings. Even then, a further hundred generati 
of humans were required to dig and scrape into the 
planet's skin and remove and remediate all possible 
radioactive molecules, and the zeal with which they 
attacked this final chore would rival anything from 
any of history's purges or fatwahs. And once humans V 
were finished this detoxifying effort, their job was 1 
done. As foretold in a piece of fake prophetic claptrap 4 
written millennia before, the last remediators _ 
dressed in cornstarch jumpsuits, then they scattered 7 
themselves out equally into the landscape where 
they swallowed an organic poison and melted into 
the ecosystem. U 
History was now over. Human beings were 4 
over, until... с xa 









...until early one evening, around dinnertime, 
when the original one per cent of humanity - the 
movie stars, Nobel Prize winners, fashion models 
and astronauts - was returned to where they'd been 
plucked from the planet's surface. They were left 
standing with their purses, briefcases and whatever 
they were wearing at the time of the vanishing. 
They were given no rules or laws or guidance. Earth, 
to them, was like a brand new 2003 VW Jetta but 
without an owner's manual. What would they make 
of it? Would they trash it? Would they keep it clean 
and give it routine checkups? 

And meanwhile, the aliens, bored of babysitting 
human beings and playing computer solitaire for 
10,000 years, returned to their own home. 







































The Future of Life, biologist E.O. 
Wilson outlines a “convergence of 
opinion” among conservation 
scientists and thinkers committed to 
protecting the planet’s ecosystems and 
species. It’s a 12-point plan for a 
deeper environmental challenge. 





Immediately protect the world’s 
“hotspots”: the habitats that are 
home to the largest concentrations of 
species found nowhere else. On land, 
the hotspots include the surviving 
rainforests of Hawaii, the West 
Indies, Ecuador, Atlantic Brazil, West 











Africa, Madagascar, the Philippines, 
Indo-Burma, and India, as well as 

the scrublands of South Afric 
southwestei 








n Australia, and southern 











California. “Twenty-five of these 
special ecosystems cover only 1.4 
percent of Earth’s land surface, yet 
they are the last remaining homes of 
an impressive 43.8 percent of all ۲ 
known species of vascular plants a 
35.6 percent of the known mammals, 
birds, reptiles, and amphibians, 
writes Wilson. Most hotspots have 
already been dramatically reduced 
evelopment. : 
"cp macte five remaining frontier 
forests: the rainforests of the Amazon 
Basin and the Guianas; the Congolese 
jungle of Central Africa; New Guinea; 
and the combined temperate forests o 
Russia, Finland, and Scandinavia. 


Negotiate an an international 
agreement, similar to the Kyoto 
Protocol, that prohibits all logging in 
old-growth forests. Let secondary 
native forests recover, shifting the 
forest industry from extraction logging 
to intensive tree farming on already 
converted land. 

Focus on the protection of lakes 

and river systems — the world's most 
endangered ecosystems. 

Identify and protect the world's 
marine hotspots. First and foremost, 
protect the coral reefs (what some call 
“the rainforests of the sea”), More 
than half of the coral reefs around the 
world have been destroyed or badly 
damaged by overharvesting and 
warmer water temperatures. 

Map the world's biological diversity. 
Ten percent or more of the planet’s 
flowering plants, a majority of 
animals, and a huge majority of 
microorganisms remain undiscovered 
and unnamed, 











„onservation strategy 


Develop a global conservation e 


that represents the пасее. 
world's ecosystem s, Deserts a 
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credit” trades of wild land, and debt- 


for-nature swaps. | 
Expand research to develop new. 
crops, livestock, cultivated food fish, 
farmed timber, pharmaceuticals, | 
and bioremedial bacteria. Under strict 
testing and regulation, permit 
genetically engineered crop strains 
where they provide a clear benefit. 
Restore the planet, and increase the 
share of Earth allotted to nature. 
Today, about ro percent of the land 
surface is protected on paper. Е.О. 











Wilson proposes a far higher standard: 
“At the risk of being called an 
extremist, which on this topic I 

freely admit I am, let me suggest so 
percent,” he writes. “Half the world 
for humanity, half for the rest of life, to 
create a planet both self-sustaining 

and pleasant.” 

Increase the capacity of zoos and 
botanical gardens to breed endangered 
species. Prepare to clone species when 
all other preservation methods fail. But 
keep in mind that these are expensive 
last-ditch methods. The vast majority 
of species, especially the countless 
bacteria, archaeans, protistans, fungi, 
insects and other invertebrates, cannot 
be conserved with breeding programs 
and gene banks. The only sure way to 
save species, as well as the cheapest, 

is to protect whole ecosystem 

Support population planning. Guide 
humanity toward a smaller biomass 
anda lighter ecological footprint. 

The end result? “A more secure and 
enjoyable future. 

















Based on “Chapter Seven: The 
Solution,” from The Future of Life 
(Alfred А. Knopf, 2002), by Е.О. 
Wilson. 

















Our overriding purpose, from the beginning through to the present 
day, has been world domination - that is, to build and maintain 
the capacity to coerce everybody else on the planet: nonviolently, 
if possible; and violently, if necessary. But the purpose of US 
foreign policy of domination is not just to make the rest of the 
world jump through hoops; the purpose is to facilitate our 
exploitation of resources. 


-Ramsey Clark, former US Attorney General 
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est countries will look anywhere for answers to the ecological crisis - 
s their own ravenous consumption. This year, we'll hit those nations with a 
ge that no one can miss. We're coming at them in every medium, from street posters 
-— stickers to TV spots and billboards. It's social marketing, globalization-style - and 
we're launching this consumer culture-clash campaign with billboard endorsements from 
Uncle Sam in America, the Queen in Britain, the Pope from his home hase in Italy, and the 
trusty Mountie іп Canada. Now the question: who should look down on the streets of 
Germany, France, Japan, Australia, Belgium, Holland, and ...? Pitch your ideas to 
~<kono@adbusters.org>, and let's get ‘em up in time for Buy Nothing Day, November 29. 
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Hot on the heels of an Earth Summit. 
Backed by a global marketing campaign. 
Square in the middle of a growing eco-crisis. 
Buy Nothing Day is the next Earth Day. 





Ал Open Letter to the 
Environmental Movement 


We can't help but notice that for a number of years now, 
you've been missing the BND party. This year you are 
cordially invited to join. 


Whatever your cause - dying oceans, climate change, 


extinction, genetic scares — it all boils down to one factor: 


unsustainable consumption by the affluent 20 percent of 
the people in the world, who consume 80 percent of the 
world’s resources and produce 80 percent of the toxic 
waste, Overconsumption is mother of all our 
environmental problems. This year, let's get together and 
try to stop the binge. 


Staff and Volunteers 
Adbusters 


An Open Letter to Religious Groups 


You came up with the world’s original warnings against 
out-of-control materialism, not to mention the idea of a 
day's rest from the work-eat-shop-sleep cycle. Thanks for 
that—and for your growing support for a 24-hour 
consumer fast. No doubt about it: the world needs to 
make more space for values outside the boardroom and 
stock market. 


Let's do it again, bigger, better, and louder. Christians, 
Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Wiccans. 
There's room for all of us in the Buy Nothing Day tent. 


Faithfully, 
Staffand Volunteers 
Adbusters 























1 DON'T REALLY KNOW WHEN IT 
happened. The shift towards normal, | 
thatis.Towards the middle of the road. 

Maybe itnever happened at all. At | 

some point! just began to notice that! felt | 
like an outsider among my own friends, | 
slightly out of step with the casual walk | 
through life they had adopted as we grew | 
older. Certainly, | was aware a change had} 
occurred by the time my sister called me | 
ayuppie over dinner last month. A 
yuppie! Mind you, she's still in college. 
remember those heady college days. 
Days of principles. Days of promises. 

| swore I'd never join the parade of 
corporate foot soldiers teeming through 
the streets of workaday society. Swore 
up and down. 

Until recently, I was sure that! hadn't. | 
Butsomewhere along the way, the 
principles that once formed a vital partof | 
my being- ideas about an ethical way 
to live that clung to my very soul — had | 
become embarrassing. Yes, | 


embarrassing. And like a parent whose 
child has grown into a social misfit rather 
than the upstanding citizen he had 
hoped for, | found myself shushing my 
conscience in public, begging my 
convictions not to act up in front of 

the neighbors. 

Atfirst, | convinced myself it was а sign 
of maturity. | was almost 30 -there was 
no need to wear my convictions on my 
sleeve. Better to choose my battles, let 
a few things slide in the name of being 
social. Civility, | think they call it. Recently, 
though, two of my best friends were 
preparing to buy a new car. | made a weak 
argument for the new hybrid gas-electric 
vehicles. Lower fuel costs, | said, and 
they're definitely cool. | left out the part 
about them being better for the 
environment. It was at that moment thatit 
struck me: the withering of my principles 


| 
| comfortably into corporate society, 
| enjoying the financial freedom of new- 
| found careers, ithad gradually become 
| un-cool to spout off about principles. 
| Skepticism, cynicism, even realism, had 
became too expensive, too time 
| consuming. People had jobs to do, mouths 
to feed, retirement funds to top up. So 
| at some point I just stopped. Stopped 
complaining about commercials that 
| exploit nature to sell the latest gas-guzzler, 
| stopped insisting | wouldn't eat at ; 
| McDonald's, stopped averting my 
| girlfriend's eyes from Blockbuster in favor 
| of the independent video shop down the 
| street. I'd had enough of the rolled eyes 
| that said without speaking, "Give те а 
break. I've got enough to worry about." 
But I'm making it sound like this was all 
part of a plan, that at some point! actually 
| decided to scuttle my ideas about a better 
| Way to live. In reality it was a slow 
Corrosion. To quote a line from Frank Black, 
! had ceased to resist, and by default had 


had nothing to do with maturity and 
¡everything to do with shame. 


| You see, as more of my friends slid 





become a cog in the machine I despised. 
| My beliefs are still intact, or so | like to 
| think. It's not like I'm marching to the mall 
whistling the latest Gap Jingle. But now! 
| wonder if that's enough. Live and let live 
used to be a good rule of thumb, but these 
| days somebody somewhere is getting paid 
| to tell me how to live, and | know that 
| complacency is inexcusable. | also know 
| that the nexttime the topic of golf courses 
| or farmed salmon comes up at adinner 
party, a battle will ensue, only it won't be 
| between me and my companions -a battle 
| of opinions no, it will be an inner battle, 
one between my convictions and my 
| civility. | only wish I wasn't so sure which 


| side will come out on top. 


Kevin Arnold 





































































































"BREAK OUT!', ‘HANG UP,’ AND 'SWIPED' FROM NORTH 
CAROLINA STATE COLLEGE OF DESIGN (MAURA DILLON, 
INSTRUCTOR). ‘HEADLESS SHOPPER’, BELGRADE, 
YUGOSLAVIA; ‘WANT,’ BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. 
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IF IT WAS YOURS, I WOULD'VE TURNED AWAY. BUT IT 
was mine. So I looked. Everybody looks, right? Not close, 
but mildly curious. The way you look into a Kleenex after 
you've blown your nose, to make sure your insides are 
still clean, 

Nice. Two pounds at least. Texture: foie gras. Color: 
mahogany. No blood, thank God. Not even a sting from 
last night's biryani. Itell you, Pm as regular as a bugle 
playing reveille. Like the businessmen whispering advice 
in that All-Bran ad on TV, I feel good. You could put my 
deposits in a bank. 

Satisfied, I pressed the chrome button mounted in the 
wall, The water surged and swirled with impressive force. 
But something was wrong. The water spun faster and faster 
and faster - until the pulverized crap flew out of the bowl, 
spattering my chinos, my Ted Baker shirt, my Zegna tie. 

Before I could think of what to do next, the toilet 
belched. A tide of disgusting mud rose in its mouth and 
boiled over, spilling onto the floor. I backed out of the stall, 
retreating from the expanding puddle. If anyone else had 
been in the men’s room, I would've shouted: This is not my 
fault! The idiots in the tax department can't even make a 
toilet function properly. Am I to blame for that? 

I'd been waiting for a meeting with an auditor, but there 
was no damn way I was going back into that office covered 
with shit, I snuck into the hall, found the stairs, and ducked 
outa back exit. 

As I stepped into the alley, I collided with a grubby, 
bearded old man. He looked me up and down, seeing, I 

| suspect, a kind of colleague, Ah! he cried. A celebrant from 
the medieval Feast of Fools! A Zuńi shaman, come to 
remind us of past hardships! A self-abased Saint Francis 
of Assisi! 
He sounded like a nut, but his eyes were clear and bright. 
And then I saw he had bunches of rosemary shoved up 
| each nostril of his bulbous nose. Have you read Gulliver's 
Travels? he asked. When Gulliver finally returned to 
England, he found that he could not bear the smell of so- 
| called Civilized Men. “When I walked the street, [ kept my 
Nose well stopt with Rue, Lavender, or Tobacco-leaves,” 
the old man recited, gesturing at the overflowing 
dumpsters, the cars whizzing past the end the of the alley. 

Icould see che sidewalks were crowded with people on 

their way back to work from lunch. Clients, neighbors, 
classmates, former lovers - I could run into any of them 

| Qut there. Iset down my briefcase. Listen, Pm sorry, I said, 
but you wouldn't happen to have a cloth or something, 
would you? 

Gulliver rummaged around in а plastic grocery bag he 
was carrying, pulled out a rag, and handed it to me. Yes, 
¡this modern life does have its advantages, he continued. 

[No cholera, no typhus. In Johnathan Swift’s time the 
streets were awash with dung, and parliament would 
ponvene in the early morning to avoid the hot stench rising 
































from the Thames. 
No kidding, Isaid to be polite. | tried to dab myself 


clean with the rag, but the crap just smeared more deeply 
my clothes. А 
Gulliver watched with ae Eighty PoE ынан 
he said, admiring my stains. The rest is insoluble fiber, fats, 
salts, gas, intestinal bacteria. A substance trul у, а 
sit fill us with such horror? Freud said it beg 
мыгы upright and no longer had our noses to the 
ground. Sight became our dominant pense an sa 
diminished, What once attracted now repel белің y 
reminder of our animal selves! We raise аш ya WA 
literally bring them up to abhor all dirt, ine! ding he 
own. Mastering excrement is the first жерігі gon. 
an adult, and losing that control is the most humilia 
y m of age. А ۱ 
or six, bending down to examine the corn in En 
poop, while playing on a construction on ош А 
expanding suburb, And another: my gran 5 гомо 
angrily telling me she'd shown more lorem hin im 
anyone in my family because she'd cleaned hi 
Mose ofa superseded period of civilization urn 
into demons," Gulliver continued. That's Freud, 00. 
Mephistopheles takes his name from ihe Latin ча 
pestilential odor. Sheol, our Hell, was the name P 
Jerusalem's garbage dump. But the true demoniza ono 
filth didn't emerge until he Renaissance, when courtiers 
started developing ren ine became ۲ 
y. Cleanliness, or the appeara i 
way of okr people. The higher classes had powdered 
wigs and perfume, and the lower classes sats ды 
Just then, a bicycle courier, all muscle an ж os 
turned down the alley and rolled toward us, ak un " 
shortcut. I turned and faced the wall so he couldn seeme: 
Very interesting, I said, trying to find something on 
crete slab deserving my scrutiny. , 
ah apered Gulliver, we cin a culture hat 























neurotic about cleanliness. Every man is a courtier. And yet 
our obsession with cleanliness is sewn with its own doom. 
The more intolerant we become of filth and waste, the 
more of it there seems to be. 

The cyclist rolled slowly past. As I stared at the wall of 
the tax building, I thought I heard a muffled yell of alarm 


from inside. I felt sorry for the poor bastard who'd have to 


at I'd left behind. | 
has Ende need the government, Gulliver continued. 
Imperial Rome із remembered for its aqueducts, but is 
greatest creation was its sewer, the Cloaca Maxima. Parts 
of it are still in use today. In its heyday, it was a symbol: 
that only the state has the power to purify us- perhaps 
that’s why Lenin wanted to build gold washrooms for 
Russia's people. The most obvious evidence of a properly 
functioning government is its ability to keep the streets 
cleared of waste. The smell and the filth of humanity in 
close quarters must be eliminated — that’s why we love 
suburbs, our vast fields of purifying air. | 

A fly had taken an interest in me. I swatted at it, but it 








't leave. 
E rummaged in his plastic bag again, and pulled 
out a book covered with black velvet. You look like a man 
who might be interested in this work, he said without a 
trace of sarcasm. Histoire de la Merde. The Story of Shit, 
by Dominique Laporte, another psychoanalyst. I wondes, 
do pill doctors ever write intriguing books? Í opened o a 
page at random, and learned that, in 1539, the king ol 
France issued an edict requiring homeowners in Paristo | 
cease dumping their wastes in the streets. They would eac! 
have to build a latrine- le privé—in their homes, or they 
would forfeit their property. Mastery of one’s dung was 
not just a sign of adulthood, but of legal citizenship. : 
Thad just discovered the beginnings of privacy, an 
private property in the modern sense. КОК 
“The place where one ‘does one's business’ is also ће 
place where waste accumulates,” Gulliver quoted from 
memory. “The hallmark of this accumulation is the 
individuation of waste and its assignation to the subject 
the legal proprietor of the product of his dejections. To 

























each his shit! proclaims a new ethic of the ego decreed by 
a State that entitles each subject to sit his ass on his own 
heap of gold.” 

More flies. They landed on my pants and in my hair, 
they buzzed in my ears. [had to get out of here. As Gulliver 
talked on, I frantically dashed around the dumpsters, 
trying to find anything I could use to cover myself. 

Now we live in an age of hygenists, announced Gulliver. 
We believe in complete economic efficiency. “We never 
exercise, or at least should never exercise a besoin as pure 
loss,” Jeremy Bentham once said. “It should be put to use 
as manure.” Thomas Malthus believed that geometric 
increases in population would outstrip the arithmetic 
increases in food supply. The utilitarians replied with a 
triumph of accounting: they calculated that every person 
excreted 275 kilograms of nitrogen-rich fertilizer every 
year, enough to grow food for every citizen. Every 
consumer was a producer. Feces could be turned into 
money. Dung into gold: the ultimate alchemy. 

The dumpsters were filled with broken appliances, 
packing materials, rotting food. Nothing I could use. 
Then I noticed: Gulliver's grocery bag. Could I borrow 
that? I asked. He emptied the contents into his pockets and 
handed the bag to me. I poked my fingers through the 
filmy white plastic, making two eye-holes, and slipped it 
over my head. It crackled and rustled, but it worked. 

Recycling, the way of the future! Gulliver yelled, as 1 
grabbed my briefcase and started walking up the alley 
with renewed purpose. Our cities are taking our dung, 
composting it, and reselling it to farmers! Night soil as 
fertilizer - it's been going on for thousands of years. But 
think of it today! Human waste, loaded with all that we 
dump in the sewer: photo chemicals, turpentine, motor 
oil! Our sewage contains so much estrogen from birth- 
control pills that male fish are changing their sex where the 
sewage meets the sea! At least their not depressed - thanks 
to Prozac! 

He caught up with me just where the alley met the street. 
Perhaps our conditioning is correct, he said finally. Now 
our shit truly isa thing to be feared. 

Ikept walking. I ran through the streets to the parkade. 

A lot of people stared — they must have thought I'd robbed 
a bank but at least I wasn't recognized. I threw away the 
bag, got in the Lexus, drove home, had a shower, changed, 
set up a new time with the auditor, washed the car, and 
took the clothes to get professionally cleaned. 

They came out okay, but I'm not quite myself again. My 
friends say I haven't changed, and they assure me that any 
lingering odor has long since passed. But I can’t seem to 
shake the stench. I smell it all the time, as if the sewers were 
wide open and the garbage trucks on strike. As if the 
ground had split open and a lifetime’s black mud come 
boiling to the surface. 
































Jacques Cade 

















Can we attune to nothing but the silence of fog 
passing through trees? Can we halt the 
progressions that press us, slow and powerful" 
aciers? Can we gather ourselves? Can we 
wake and remember how much there is to be 
done? Can we break the cycles, for just these 
small times, and ask questions that matter? 
MALCOLM JOHNSON 
Victoria, BC 
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